
MINUTES OF A MEETING 

OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF  

THE CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS 

HELD ON JANUARY 29, 2009 

 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN: The Governing Body of the City of Hays, 

Kansas met in regular session on Thursday, January 29, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 

   Roll Call:  Present:  Ron Mellick 

      Christopher Channell 

      Allan Lytton 

      Troy Hickman 

         Absent: Barbara Wasinger 

 Vice-chairperson Ron Mellick declared that a quorum was present and 

called the meeting to order. 

2.  MINUTES: There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

regular session held on January 15, 2009; the minutes stand approved as 

presented. 

3.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Finance Director Kim Rupp reported that 

investments on December 31, 2008 totaled $38,850,000, which is a $1,200,000 

increase when compared to December 2007.  The weighted average interest rate 

on the total investment portfolio as of December 31st is 2.33%.  In December, the 

Finance/City Clerk’s Office invested $8,900,000 of maturing certificates of 

deposit with a weighted average interest rate of 1.02%.  December collections of 

sales tax deposited in the General Fund totaled $725,472, which was a decrease 

of $35,705 when compared to 2007.  To date, sales tax collections are up 6.51% 

compared to 2007.  When combined with the Transportation Development 

District collections, this translates into a total increase for 2008 of $611,450.  

 Allan Lytton moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that the Financial 

Statement for the month of December 2009 be accepted. 

 



   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

4.  CITZEN COMMENTS: There were no comments. 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA:  A. Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that 

the following mayoral appointments be approved: 

 

Sister Cities Advisory Board 

Dr. James Forsythe – 3-year term to expire January 1, 2012 

Susan Gamboa – 3-year term to expire January 1, 2012 

Carol Solko-Olliff – 3-year term to expire January 1, 2012 

 

Building Trades Board 

Dave Schoendaller – 4-year term to expire August 27, 2012 

 

Hays Housing Authority 

Lee Staab – 4-year term to expire February 14, 2013 

 

Hays Sports Complex Project Development Advisory Committee – (terms for 

length of project development) 

Stephen Brummer (member-at-large) 

Dustin Schlaefli (member-at-large) 

 

Hays Area Planning Commission 

Tom Denning – unexpired term to expire April 30, 2010 

 

Hays Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee 

Jerry Choate – 3-year term to expire December 1, 2011 

Sabrina Symns – 3-year term to expire December 1, 2011 

 



   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

B. The following proposed mayoral appointments will be presented for approval 

at the February 10, 2009 Commission meeting: 

 

Building Trades Board 

Tim Jacobs – 4-year term to expire August 27, 2012 

 

Hays Convention & Visitors Bureau Advisory Committee 

Lorraine Howerton – 3-year term to expire December 1, 2011 

 

Public Wholesale Water Supply District #15 Board 

Henry Schwaller IV – 3-year term to expire March 1, 2012 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

6. “AWARD OF HONOR” RECEIVED FOR WELCOME CENTER FACILITY: 

Commercial Builders Inc. submitted the Hays Welcome Center project to the 

Associated General Contractors of Kansas group and have been notified that 

they received the “2008 Award of Honor” for the building. 

 Convention and Visitors Bureau Director Jana Jordan commented that the 

award was presented January 23, 2009 during the awards luncheon.  The award 

was presented to the contractor, the architect, and to the owner of the building. 

Ms. Jordan presented the award to the Commissioners. 

7.  PROPOSED FUTURE TRANSMISSION LINE NEAR HAYS: City staff has 

acquired some information regarding a proposed high voltage transmission line 

that may be running near Hays in the future.  ITC Great Plains is the contractor 

for the proposed project.  A letter from ITC Great Plains was recently sent out to 

property owners which describes the project and solicits input about the project.  



ITC Great Plains also gave a presentation to the County Commission on January 

26, 2009.   The preferred route is approximately 4.5 miles west of Hays.  There 

are alternative routes chosen also, but as of yet nothing has been finalized.  No 

easements or right-of-way have been purchased at this time.  The tentative 

schedule for the line is for construction to begin in the summer of 2010 and be in 

service by the end of 2011. 

 Planning, Inspection, and Enforcement Superintendent Jesse Rohr stated 

the line is being installed for electrical reliability quality and to increase the supply 

of electricity to Kansas and adjoining states.  The total project is 210 miles long; 

the new lines will be constructed to carry either 345 kilo volts or 765 kilo volts.  

For comparison, the existing line south of Hays carries 230 kilo volts.  The 

Kansas Corporation Commission has the ultimate authority as to the placement 

of the line.  ITC Great Plains will be applying for a special use permit from the 

Board of Zoning Appeals. 

8.  WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ANAEROBIC DIGESTER BOILER – 

AWARD OF BID: Proposals were received for the installation of a new anaerobic 

digester boiler at the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  CAS Construction of 

Topeka submitted the low bid of $281,737.  Equipment delivery would occur in 

August 2009 with completion of all construction activities by the end of October 

2009.  This project is intended to be funded by a water and sewer revenue bond 

issuance. 

 Christopher Channell moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that the bid 

submitted by CAS Construction in the amount of $281,737 for a Waste Water 

Treatment Plan Anaerobic Digester Boiler be accepted and that the City Manager 

be authorized to enter into a contract for construction. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

9.  2009 STREET MAINTENANCE – AWARD OF BIDS: In October 2008, City 

staff presented a Street Maintenance Program to the City Commission which 



proposed a plan for performing crack seal operations in-house and soliciting bids 

for the contracted performance of chip seal, curb and brick repair, micro-

surfacing, and poly patch repair in 2009.  Unit price bids were received and City 

staff recommended awarding unit price bids for the estimated quantities to the 

following: 

 

1. Chip Seal – B & H Paving for $1.90 per SY - $129,116.40 

2. Micro-Surfacing – Ballou Const. Co. - $406,175.45  

3. Poly Patch – Stripe & Seal for $15.95 per gallon - $37,482.20 

4. Curb Repair & Brick Repair – APAC, KS, Inc. - $90,497.00 

 

Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the bids submitted by the 

above contractors for the 2009 Street Maintenance Program be approved and 

that the City Manager be authorized to enter into contracts with each firm. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

10.  AGREEMENT FOR CONVEYANCE OF GREENBRIAR STREET AND 

EASEMENT TO MAINTAIN SEWER LINES:  After many years of discussion 

regarding the ownership and maintenance responsibilities of Greenbriar Street, 

an agreement has been reached.  The Smoky Hill Country Club wishes to 

convey ownership and maintenance responsibilities for Greenbriar Street to the 

City of Hays.   

 Christopher Channell moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that the Mayor be 

authorized to sign the Agreement for Conveyance of Greenbriar Street and 

Easement to Maintain Sewer Lines. 

 City Manager Toby Dougherty commented that Greenbriar Street is not in 

great shape and will not be moved ahead of any other street in the street 

maintenance rotation.   

 



   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

11.  PROPOSED VACATE OF UTILTIY EASEMENT IN ROTH 4TH ADDITION: 

A request has been made by the property owner to vacate a platted 15 foot utility 

easement in Roth 4th Addition, located between Lot 2 and Lot 3 of Block 1.  The 

owner of the property is planning to locate a hotel and restaurant on the property 

and has no need for the easement.  This request has been reviewed by City staff 

and has gone before the Utility Advisory Committee for review.  It has been 

determined that the easement is not necessary for the proposed development 

and all agree with the vacate request. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

12.  AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING (ARFF) FACILITY – FAA 

GRANT APPLICATION: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has called 

for submission of a grant application for construction of the proposed Aircraft 

Rescue and Fire Fighting Facility (ARFF) at the Hays Regional Airport.  The 

City’s consultant, Burns and McDonnell, has prepared the grant application for 

submission by City staff.  The FAA is expected to award the grant in two phases.  

Phase A Grant would be for a portion of the project cost, with the remainder of 

the project funded under a Phase B Grant based on actual bid prices.  The $2.3 

million dollar project is expected to bid in April 2009.  The City’s share of the cost 

is estimated to be $118,606. 

 The City Manager stated the estimated cost of the building is quite high.  

Essentially, it is up to the FAA what they are willing to fund.  If they fund a lower 

amount, staff will work with the engineers to get the project cost down. 

 Director of Public Works Brenda Herrman stated that a base bid has been 

established with added features that are alternates to the project. 



  

Christopher Channell moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that staff be 

authorized to submit a grant application to the FAA for the construction of a 

proposed ARFF facility at the Hays Regional Airport. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

13.  ENHANCED TAXIWAY MARKINGS – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

IMPROVEMENTS: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) requires 

Enhanced Taxiway Markings and Surface Painted Hold Signs at the Hays 

Regional Airport, and has programmed for an Airport Improvement Program 

(AIP) Grant to fund 95% of the costs.  The City’s bond counsel, Gilmore and Bell, 

has prepared a resolution providing for the construction and financing of the 

Enhanced Taxiway Markings.  The low bid received for the project came in at 

$10,514.   The FAA will reimburse the City for 95% of the cost, leaving a City 

share of $526. 

 Ron Mellick moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that Resolution No. 

2009-003, being a resolution initiating proceedings for the construction of certain 

improvements to the municipal airport and fields and providing for the financing 

thereof, be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

14.  ENHANCED TAXIWAY MARKINGS – FAA GRANT APPLICATION:  

Christopher Channell moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that City staff be authorized 

to submit the application for a FAA Grant to install Enhanced Taxiway Markings 

at the Hays Regional Airport. 

 

 



   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

15.  RESOLUTION SETTING PLACE/TIME OF REGULAR CITY COMMISSION 

MEETINGS: At the direction of the City Commission, the City Attorney reviewed 

the procedure to move times and dates for City Commission meetings.  It was 

determined that a resolution is required to make any changes to the regular City 

Commission meetings.   The City Attorney has prepared a resolution that 

changes the starting time of Commission meetings from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.    

  

Allan Lytton moved, Christopher Channell seconded, for discussion 

purposes, that Resolution No. 2009-004 be approved.   

 Commissioner Channell stated that he felt discussion on this topic should 

be done as part of the re-organization process in April when a new Commission 

is seated.   

 Vice-chairman Mellick commented that televising Commission meetings at 

an earlier time may conflict with other programming that is in place. 

 Commissioner Hickman agreed that this should be discussed in April as 

part of the re-organization process.  He does like the idea of having work 

sessions and Commission meetings starting at the same time. 

 Assistant City Manager Mark Loughry stated that he contacted ECTV 

about scheduling conflicts.  If the start time is changed, it will impact their 

scheduling; however, they will work with the City with whatever the City decides.   

 Troy Hickman moved, Ron Mellick seconded, that discussion and vote on 

this topic be tabled to the April 9, 2009 (re-organization) meeting. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 



Note: Since this topic was tabled, Resolution No. 2009-004 was assigned to 

Agenda Item No. 16. 

16.  RESOLUTION SETTING PLACE/TIME OF FEBRUARY CITY 

COMMISSION MEETING: Due to the Chamber of Commerce banquet being 

scheduled for Thursday, February 12, 2009, it is being proposed that the regular 

meeting of the City Commission, scheduled for February 12, 2009, be re-

scheduled to Tuesday, February 10, 2009. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that Resolution No. 2009-

004, being a resolution setting the place and time of the regular meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners originally scheduled for February 12, 2009, pursuant to 

Section 2-27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Hays, Kansas, be 

approved. 

 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman  

17.  REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER: The City Manager had no additional 

items to report on. 

18.  COMMISSION INQUIRIES AND COMMENTS: There were no additional 

comments or inquiries from the Commissioners. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:_____________________________________ 

                                                           City Clerk 

 


