
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

February 7, 2008 

 

 

Present:  Troy Hickman, Barbara Wasinger, Ron Mellick, Christopher Channell, 

Allan Lytton, John Bird, Toby Dougherty 

 

 

First Call for Help
 Pam Blau, representing First Call for Help, addressed the Commission 

regarding an Emergency Shelter Grant through the Kansas Housing Resource 

Corporation in the amount of $28,000.00.  The grant is set up to be applied for by 

city and/or county governments only.  In turn, the government entities contract 

with local, qualified nonprofit agencies to administer the grant. 

 The Commissioners will be requested to formally approve the grant 

application at the February 14, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Hays Recreation Commission/City of Hays Joint Meeting
 Roger Bixenman, Joe Spangler, and Todd Lynd, representing the Hays 

Recreation Commission, discussed recent and proposed ball field improvements 

at Stramel and Speier Ball Fields with the Commissioners. 

 Discussion was held about the operation of the Hays Aquatic Park (HAP) 

and Wilson Pool.  It was the consensus of the Commissioners to charge the 

same rate of $3.00 for both weekday and weekend use at the HAP and keep the 

season pass at $35.00 for the 2008 swim season.  The fee at Wilson Pool will be 

$2.00 and scholarship passes will remain at $15.00.   

 

 

 



13th & Hall (Sister Cities Plaza) Plaque Verbiage
 The City Commission has approved the placement of four plaques at the 

Sister Cities Plaza, located at 13th and Hall Street.  Each plaque describes each 

Sister City in a brief and informative manner.   

The Commissioners approved the verbiage on the plaques. 

 

Tree Rebate Program
 Parks Director Jeff Boyle suggested two changes to the Tree Rebate 

Program.  He recommended that the rules be changed to allow rebates for trees 

planted anywhere on residential property.  Currently, only tree plantings in front 

or side yards are considered for reimbursement.  He further recommended that 

the reimbursement for tree removal be increased from $50.00 to $100.00 for 

trees confirmed to be infected with Pine Wilt Disease.  

 

Welcome to Hays Signage
 For years the Hays Beautification Committee (HBC) has been discussing 

and attempting to place “Welcome to Hays” signs at various locations.  With the 

recent completion of the Wayfinding Study, the signage topic has once again 

been brought up as a project that has never been completed.  The HBC has 

requested direction/support from the City Commission on how to proceed. 

 Chairman Hickman stated that in the Wayfinding Study, welcoming signs 

were included in the last phase of the project.  The first phase in the Study was to 

place signage that would assist visitors in finding various destinations within 

Hays.  He feels it is more important to follow through with the first phase at this 

time. 

 The other Commissioners were in agreement with Chairman Hickman. 

 

Award of Bid for 2008 Street Maintenance Projects
 At the February 14, 2008 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will be 

requested to approve various bids for the 2008 Street Maintenance Program.  

Contractors were allowed to bid on one or more of the items of work, and there 



were at least three bidders for every bid item except Seal Coat, in which there 

was only one bid.   

 

KDOT Agreement – North US-183 Improvements
 KDOT is planning to construct improvements to US-183 north of Hays to 

the Rooks County line.  The project would begin just north of 55th Street where 

the System Enhancement Project left off.  Since the city limits extends north of 

55th Street and includes a portion of KDOT right-of-way included in the project, 

KDOT has prepared an agreement which allows for the construction of this 

project.  The project is 100% funded by state and federal funds. 

 The Commissioners will be requested to formally approve a resolution and 

agreement relating to this project at the February 14, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Other Items for Discussion
 Chairman Hickman paid tribute to former Mayor and City Commissioner 

Mike Billinger who passed away February 5, 2008. 

 

Executive Session
 Christopher Channell moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the Governing 

Body recess to executive session for 25 minutes at 6:32 p.m. to discuss 

personnel issues and property acquisition.  The executive session included the 

Commissioners, the City Manager, the Assistant City Manager, and the City 

Attorney.  Personnel issues and discussion of property acquisition are allowed to 

be discussed in executive session per K.S.A. 25-4319. 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

 Chairperson Hickman called the meeting back to order at 6:57 p.m.  He 

stated no action was taken during executive session. 



  

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:__________________________________________ 

      

  


