
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

March 5, 2009 

 

Present:  Barbara Wasinger, Ron Mellick, Christopher Channell, Allan Lytton, 

Troy Hickman, John Bird, Toby Dougherty 

 

Senior Center Utilities 

 During the previous joint City/County meeting, the Ellis County 

Commissioners brought up the possibility of the City paying an increased amount 

to the Ellis County Senior Center to cover the added cost of utilities. 

 Assistant City Manager Mark Loughry reported that the Senior Center has 

received only one bill from Midwest Energy and one bill from the City for 

water/sewer utility service so far since they have been in their new location.  The 

Senior Center representatives would like to wait until they have three full months 

of service before they go to the Ellis County Commission.  Their 2009 Budget is 

set and they have not indicated that they will need additional funds to pay for 

utilities. 

 

2009 Waterline Upgrades – RFP for Engineering Services 

 A Request for Proposals will be issued for engineering services for 

waterline upgrades.  Acting Utilities Director Joe Obholz reviewed the projects 

that will be included in the 2009 upgrades. 

 

Award of Bid – 8th Street Montgomery Bridge Deck Repairs 

 The Commissioners will be requested to approve the low bid submitted by 

Bridges, Inc. for the 8th Street Montgomery Bridge Deck Overlay at the March 12, 

2009 Commission meeting. 

 



Hays Area Planning Commission Recommendation – Wind Energy 

Conversion System 

 In April 2008, the City Commission approved an ordinance which placed a 

moratorium on the installation of wind turbines in Hays and the three-mile 

extraterritorial jurisdiction until December 31, 2008.  The moratorium was 

extended to March 31, 2009.  For the past several months, City staff and the 

Hays Area Planning Commissioners have been working on regulations for Wind 

Energy Conversion Systems.  

 City Manager Toby Dougherty, City Attorney John Bird, and Interim 

Planning Commission Chairman Jim Fouts reviewed the draft document which 

reflects the final recommendations of the Hays Area Planning Commission.  

 Several changes were made to the draft document.  The Planning 

Commission will make the suggested changes and the document will be 

presented for approval at the March 26, 2009 Commission meeting. 

 

Update on Meeting with Great Lakes Airline Personnel 

 Public Works Director Brenda Herrman reported on her recent meeting 

with the president, CEO, and marketing director of Great Lakes Airline.  She met 

with them about the decline in boardings to Kansas City that started when they 

took over flight operations in October 2007.  The low boardings are being 

attributed to the timing of the flights to Kansas City.  Due to the ripple effect on 

other boardings in the routing system, it does not appear that any changes can 

be made to the schedule.   

Ms. Herrman also visited with them about inter-line agreements for 

luggage transfer.  Great Lakes does not have inter-line agreements with other 

airlines in Kansas City; therefore it is necessary to retrieve your luggage from 

Great Lakes and go through the whole check-in process with the next airline you 

are getting on.  She also discussed the long layovers. 

In her discussions with the Great Lakes personnel, a suggestion was 

made to have all four flights go to Denver and cancel the Kansas City flight 

schedules completely.  Denver is one of the fastest growing airports in the nation 



and is a hub; Kansas City is no longer a hub.  The Department of Transportation 

selects the air carrier for Essential Air Service; therefore they will have to 

approve this change. 

Chairperson Wasinger stated that she would like Ms. Herrman to look into 

this further and get public comment.   

The City Manager stated that the Airport Advisory Committee will be 

involved in the research and a public meeting will be held to gather input.   

 

The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 

Submitted by:________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 


