
MINUTES OF A MEETING 

OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE 

CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS 

HELD ON APRIL 12, 2007 

 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN: The Governing Body of the City of Hays, 

Kansas met in regular session on Thursday, April 12, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. 

   Roll Call:  Present: Wayne Billinger 

      Troy Hickman 

      Barbara Wasinger 

      Kent Steward 

         Absent: Henry Schwaller IV 

 Chairperson Billinger declared that a quorum was present and called the 

meeting to order. 

2.  MINUTES: There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

regular session held on March 22, 2007; the minutes stand approved as written. 
3.  OUTGOING MAYOR REMARKS: Chairperson Billinger spoke of the many 

projects, events, and improvements that have taken place during his term on the 

City Commission.  He thanked City staff for the help and assistance that was 

provided to him.  He thanked the City Commissioners and citizens of Hays for 

providing him the opportunity to serve the City of Hays as a Commissioner and 

as Mayor. 

4.  SWEARING IN CEREMONY: Finance Director/City Clerk Mark Loughry 

administered the oath of office to the following Commissioners-elect: 

  Ron Mellick – Christopher Channell – Allan Lytton 

5.  REORGANIZATION OF GOVERNING BODY:  A.  Barbara Wasinger moved, 

Allan Lytton seconded, that Troy Hickman be elected to the position of Mayor. 

 

 

 



   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

 Ron Mellick moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that Barbara 

Wasinger be elected to the position of Vice-Mayor. 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

6.  RECOGNITION OF FORMER COMMISSIONERS: Chairperson Hickman 

thanked Wayne Billinger, Henry Schwaller IV, and Kent Steward for their 

leadership and dedication during their tenure on the City Commission.  He spoke 

of the many accomplishments that occurred during their term in office and 

presented plaques to the out-going Commissioners. 

7.  CITIZEN COMMENTS:  There were no comments.  

8.  CONSENT AGENDA: A. & B.  Barbara Wasinger moved, Christopher 

Channell seconded, that Resolution No. 2007-005, being a resolution adopting 

by reference the City of Hays City Commission Rules of Procedure and repealing 

all previous resolutions, motions or actions in conflict therewith; and further that   

the following appointments to the CARE Council be approved: 

Gary Aufdemberge – unexpired term to expire March 1, 2008 

David Schmidt – term to expire March 1, 2009 

 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 

9.  ESTABLISHMENT OF HAYS AREA PLANNING COMMISSION / HAYS 
AREA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: Ellis County is in the process of 

reviewing the establishment of the Hays Area Planning Commission / Hays Area 

Board of Zoning Appeals and has not taken formal action to approve.   

City Attorney John Bird recommended this item be tabled until the April 

26, 2007 Commission meeting. The Commissioners will review this during the 

April 23, 2007 orientation session. 
Barbara Wasinger moved, Ron Mellick seconded, that action on this issue 

be tabled until the April 26, 2007 Commission meeting.   
   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

10. GIRL SCOUTS – COMMUNITY SERVICE PRESENTATION: In recognition 

of the Girl Scouts 90th anniversary and the 50th anniversary of the local chapters, 

Troop Leaders Rachel Brinley and Melissa Ginther spoke to the Commission 

about future community service projects that will be completed by the Hays units 

of Girl Scouts.   

11.  HAYS HOUSING AUTHORITY ANNUAL REPORT:  Harlan Murphy and 

Mary Ridgway, representing the Hays Housing Authority Board of 

Commissioners, presented the 2006 Annual Report. 

12.  VACATION OF UTILTIY EASEMENT: The property owners of the Messiah 

Lutheran Church located at 2000 Main Street have made a request to vacate a 

portion of existing utility easement adjacent and through their property.  No 



utilities are currently located in said easement, as all have been relocated, 

including a City sanitary sewer main. The area being proposed to vacate had 

originally been platted as an alley and was later vacated as an alley, but 

remained a utility easement.  Now that all utilities have been relocated, it is being 

requested that the easement be vacated as outlined in Ordinance No. 3723. 

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Ron Mellick seconded, that Ordinance No. 

3723, being an ordinance vacating a portion of public utility easement located in 

Block Six (6) of North Hills Addition to the City of Hays, Kansas, be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

13.  2007 WATERLINE UPGRADES – DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES: 
The City solicited proposals from engineering firms for design services related to 

the 2007 Waterline Upgrades Project.  The Project includes upgrading existing 4-

inch waterlines to 8-inch on Main from 18th to 25th, Canal from 20th to 27th, and on 

20th from Canal to Pine.  The Project also includes looping on Walnut, Oak, Elm, 

and Commerce Parkway.  The proposal submitted by Cook, Flatt, and Strobel 

Engineers of Topeka was the lowest cost proposal at $59,900. 

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that the City 

Manager be authorized to enter into a professional services agreement with 

Cook, Flatt, and Strobel Engineers in the amount of $59,900. 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

14.  REZONING REQUEST – 100 BLOCK OF EAST 14TH STREET: A 

developer has requested a change of zoning from “R-3” (two family dwelling 

district) to “R-4” (multi-family dwelling district) for the property located in the 100  



 

block of East 14th Street, particularly 108, 110, and 112 East 14th Street.  The 

owner plans to construct two single-family dwellings on one lot, necessitating the 

need for “R-4” zoning.  A public hearing was conducted on March 19, 2007 at the 

regular meeting of the Planning Commission.  All adjacent property owners within 

200 feet of the subject property were notified of the public hearing.  No one 

notified was in attendance; therefore, no opposition was heard from the public.  

The item was approved unanimously and a recommendation was made by the 

Planning Commission to the City Commission to approve the rezoning.   

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that Ordinance No. 

3724, being an ordinance rezoning Block Twenty-Two (22), Lots Ten (10), 

Twelve (12), and Fourteen (14) of the Original Town of Hays Addition, Ellis 

County, Kansas, from” R-3” Two-Family Dwelling District to “R-4” Multi-Family 

Dwelling District, be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

15.  MAIN TRAFFICWAY ORDINANCE: In order to issue General Obligation 

debt for the construction of streets, it is necessary to designate that street as a 

main trafficway.  The City has entered into an agreement with KDOT to extend 

22nd Street from Canterbury to Commerce Parkway and intends to issue debt for 

the City’s share of this project.  The ordinance also designates 41st Street as a 

main trafficway. 

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that Ordinance No. 

3725, being an ordinance designating certain streets, roads, and avenues in the 

City of Hays, Kansas, as main trafficways, be approved. 

 

 

 



     

Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

16.  REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION: It is necessary to pass a resolution 

authorizing the City to issue debt in order to reimburse itself for expenses related 

to the construction of the new Visitors Center.  This project was previously 

authorized by the Commission and is expected to be completed in late 2007. 

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that 

Resolution No. 2007-006, being a resolution initiating proceedings by the 

Governing Body for the design and construction of a public building to house the 

Convention and Visitors Bureau by the City of Hays, Kansas, be approved.  

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

17.  REIMBURSEMENT RESOLUTION: It is necessary to pass a resolution 

authorizing the City to issue debt in order to reimburse itself for expenses related 

to the purchase of new sanitation trucks.  This is part of the process of changing 

over to an automated trash collection system, which was previously approved by 

the Commission. 

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that 

Resolution No. 2007-007, being a resolution initiating proceedings by the 

Governing Body for the acquisition of three new automated refuse collection 

trucks by the City of Hays, Kansas, be approved. 

 

 

 



   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

18.  NORTHWEST KANSAS MAYORS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP:  The 

Northwest Kansas Mayors Association is a newly formed group consisting of 

Mayors from surrounding communities.  There is an annual membership fee of 

$50 per community. 

 Ron Mellick moved, Christopher Channell seconded, that dues in the 

amount of $50 be paid in order for the City of Hays to become a member of the 

Northwest Kansas Mayors Association. 

   Vote: Ayes: Troy Hickman 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

19.  REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER: The City Manager had no additional 

items to report on. 

20.  COMMISSION INQUIRIES AND COMMENTS: Commissioner Lytton 

thanked the citizens of Hays for electing him as a Commissioner and pledged to 

do a good job. 

 Commissioner Channell also thanked the citizens of Hays for electing him 

as a Commissioner.  He requested an update on the rental inspection program 

and would like to discuss the possibility of reinstating the Traffic Advisory 

Committee at a future work session.  Commissioner Channell requested the 

Commission look into the possibility of initiating a civility policy.  He requested 

that a copy of the City Manager’s contract be included in the next work session 

agenda packet. 



 Commissioner Mellick thanked the citizens for voting and especially those 

who voted for him.  He also recognized Richard Weber, one of the citizens that 

ran for office, who was in the Commission Chambers for this evening’s meeting. 

 Commissioner Wasinger congratulated the three new Commissioners on 

their election.   

 Chairperson Hickman addressed 2006 contract dispute between the 

Service Employees International Union and the City of Hays.  He urged the newly 

sworn-in Commissioners to be objective and hear from both sides before 

deciding what is best for the City. 

 The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:__________________________________ 

            City Clerk 

 

   

     

  

 


