
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

June 4, 2009 

 

 

Present:  Ron Mellick, Christopher Channell, Barbara Wasinger, Troy Hickman, 

Henry Schwaller IV, Toby Dougherty 

 

Absent: Carol Park 

 

2010 Budget Presentations – Outside Agencies 

 Representatives from the following agencies appeared before the City 

Commission to make formal requests for funds as part of the 2010 Budget 

process: 

 Downtown Hays Development Corporation  $ 53,655 

 Ellis County Historical Society       11,500 

 Wild West Festival           9,500 

 Ellis County Ministerial Alliance         1,000 

 Sister Cities Advisory Board         4,300 

 Ellis County Coalition for Economic Development  100,000 

 Hays Has Jobs         25,000 

 RPM Speedway         10,000 

 Fort Hays State University Scholarship Program  100,000 

 Ellis County Wellhead Protection Committee       2,000 

 Hays Arts Council           8,200 

 CARE Council – Social Services      164,000 

         Special Alcohol Funds      67,500 

 

 

 



Request from Senior Center for Additional Funds 

 At the November 25, 2008 Commission meeting, additional funding in the 

amount of $2,170 was approved to assist the Senior Center with rental costs for 

2008 and 2009.  The Senior Center relocated to a different facility in December 

2008.  The Ellis County Commissioners have made a formal request that the City 

of Hays pay for ½ of the cost for remodeling the new Senior Center facility and 

continue to fund ½ of the annual lease payments.  The total cost of the 

remodeling amounted to $11,027.07.  The County has paid $5000.00 and 

proposed that the remaining balance of $6,027.07 be split with the City. 

 In 2009, the City will fund $12,000.00 of rent through the Care Council and 

$1,020.00 through a special request by the Senior Center.  The projected rent for 

2010 is $27,600.00, half of which the County Commissioners have requested the 

City fund.  This represents an increase of $1,800.00 over the 2009 budget 

request. 

 Commissioner Schwaller stated that Hays Medical Center provided free 

use of part of their facility to the Senior Center from the 1970’s until 2001.  2002 

was the first year the Senior Center requested funding for rental payments.  He 

feels that once they are settled in the new facility they will not be requesting 

funding for anything other than their rental payments.  He is concerned about 

continuing to rent; he would rather they purchase a facility. 

 Chairperson Mellick agrees the City should pay the costs associated with 

remodeling.  He is upset that the money was spent and the City received the bill 

after the work was done.  The City had no input on any of the improvements.  

 Commissioner Schwaller commented that the County has a Senior Center 

mill levy; the City does not.  He does not mind helping out, but at some point, it 

has to stop. 

 Commissioner Hickman felt the costs for remodeling should come out of 

the mill levy.  He does not like paying for remodeling a facility that the County 

does not own. 

 This item will be on the June 11, 2009 Commission meeting agenda. 

 



Resolution for Abatement of Dangerous Structure at 603 East 7th and 600 

East 8th 

 The Commissioners will be requested to approve a resolution to abate a 

dangerous structure located at 603 East 7th and 600 East 8th at the June 11, 

2009 Commission meeting.  The property is a former automotive dealership and 

has been vacant for several years. 

 

Resolution for Abatement of Dangerous Structure at 410 East 13th 

 The Commissioners will be requested to approve a resolution to abate a 

dangerous structure at 410 East 13th at the June 11, 2009 Commission meeting.  

The home on the property is in a serious state of disrepair, with the main issue 

being a failing foundation. 

 

Resolution for Abatement of Dangerous Structure at 113 East 5th 

 The Commissioners will be requested to approve a resolution to abate a 

dangerous structure at 113 East 5th at the June 11, 2009 Commission meeting. 

The home on the property is a dilapidated and deteriorated single-family 

residential structure. 

 

Resolution for Abatement of Dangerous Structure at 101 East 16th 

 The Commissioners will be requested to approve a resolution to abate a 

dangerous structure at 101 East 16th at the June 11, 2009 Commission meeting.  

The eaves and soffit have deteriorated to a point that small animals have been 

seen entering and leaving the structure through the openings.  Additionally, the 

yard is full of miscellaneous piles of yard waste and debris. 

 

Proposed Ordinance for the Airport Overlay District 

 City staff and the Hays Area Planning Commission are recommending the 

establishment of an Airport Overlay District to be included in the City of Hays 

zoning regulations.  The proposed overlay district does not impose any land use 

restrictions which are not already in place.  The Federal Aviation Administration 



has no authority to enforce local land use regulations, but when the City accepts 

federal money, it is necessary to certify that the City will implement and enforce 

land use restrictions in compliance with Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations. 

 Having an Overlay District brings to light the restrictions that exist on land 

use surrounding the Hays Regional Airport and allows the City to be proactive 

instead of reactive in protecting the use of the Airport.  This not only protects the 

use of the Airport, but also protects the property owners surrounding the Airport 

from the hazardous consequences of non-compatible uses. 

 The Commissioners will consider approving an ordinance establishing the 

Airport Overlay District at the June 11, 2009 Commission meeting.  

 

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:____________________________________ 

                                                       City Clerk 

 


