
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

July 17, 2008 

 

Present:  Barbara Wasinger, Ron Mellick, Allan Lytton, John Bird, Toby 

Dougherty 

Absent:  Christopher Channell, Troy Hickman 

 

Proclamation
 Chairperson Wasinger read a proclamation designating Saturday, July 19, 

2008 as Blues & Barbecue Day in the City of Hays and encouraged all citizens to 

participate in the event. 

 

Sports Complex Presentation
 Bryce Young, Randy Clinkscales, and Tom Lippert, representing the 

Sports Complex Committee, presented a progress report relating to grass root 

efforts to build a sports complex in Hays.  

 Fort Hays State University President Ed Hammond contacted the 

Committee about the possibility of using land near the 183 Highway Bypass to 

build the complex and has expressed his willingness to partner with the group to 

get such a facility built in Hays.  He envisions that a sports complex be built as 

part of the University’s plan to build a soccer stadium.  The land is close to 

effluent water, has the acreage needed to build a first-class complex, and is 

easily accessible. 

 To pay for the sports complex, the Committee requested that the 

Commissioners approve a resolution endorsing a sales tax.  The other option 

would be to petition to place the question of a sales tax on the November ballot; 

this would allow citizens to voice their opinion on funding the project.  It is 

proposed that there be a sales tax increase for a number of years with a sunset 

clause.  Additionally, it will be necessary for the Committee to raise $35,000 for 



an engineering study and secure funding to promote a favorable vote for a sales 

tax increase. 

 Chairperson Wasinger stated she would like the citizens to decide.  The 

City has millions of dollars of items that the City needs to take care of.   If the 

sales tax referendum passes, it would take away the ability of the City to pass a 

short-term sales tax to fund some of these major projects.  She is not in favor of 

the City donating any funding for an engineering study; she feels the Committee 

should be able to raise the funds from their supporters.  She advised the 

Committee get a petition together to have this placed on the ballot.   

 Commissioner Mellick stated that the City did not appoint the Committee; 

the City has nothing to do with the project.  This is a grass roots movement with a 

lot of support; however, there are a lot of people against it.  He also 

recommended the group get this on the November ballot by petition and let the 

people of Hays decide. 

 Commissioner Lytton stated that he has not had enough time to study this 

project, especially with the new developments.  There are too many unknown 

cost at this time.  He also felt it should be put to a public vote via petition. 

 Chairperson Wasinger commented that the Commissioners are not 

against the project; however, they would like to see the group move the project 

forward, as opposed to the Commissioners moving it forward. 

 Commissioners Mellick and Lytton supported paying for 50% of the 

engineering study because previous Commissions have supported other grass 

root projects, such as the Wild West Fest; however, this is something the 

Commissioners would have to vote on. 

 City Manager Toby Dougherty stated that no matter who pays for the 

study, this should be a City-administered RFP process.  In the end, it will have 

the most legitimacy if the City administers it with the input from the Committee. 

 

 

 

 



Portable Storage Units
 The Planning Commission has recommended the City Commission adopt 

regulations restricting the use of portable shipping containers.  The proposed 

ordinance restricts the use of the storage containers to temporary uses only; no 

long-term permanent uses would be allowed.  

 The Commissioners will be requested to formally approve the proposed 

ordinance at the July 24, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Annexation – 1210 East 43rd Street (Future BOS Motorsports)   
 The owner of land located at 1210 East 43rd Street has requested to have 

the land annexed into the city limits.  The land is contiguous with the present city 

limits.  City water and sewer currently exist to service the property. 

 The Commissioners will be requested to formally approve an annexation 

ordinance at the July 24, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Award of Bid for Dump Body Beds
 The Commissioners will be requested to approve a bid submitted by Hays 

Truck Equipment in the amount of $72,200 for retrofitting two trucks for use in the 

Service Division.  Action will be taken at the July 24, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

“No Parking” Areas in Hays
 At the March 20, 2008 work session, there was discussion about 

eliminating parking along the south side of 9th Street between Ash and Walnut, 

as well as the parking along the west side of General Custer north of 13th Street.    

At that time, the Commissioners requested more information regarding traffic 

counts and accidents in those two areas.  

 Commissioner Mellick stated he does not want to eliminate parking in 

either area.   

 Chairperson Wasinger stated widening the streets would solve the 

problems, however, she cannot see spending the money to do that at this time.   



This could be considered at a future time along with other small projects that 

need to be tended to. 

 Wanda Tabor, who owns the apartment house at 8th and Walnut, stated 

she was not in favor of eliminating the parking on the south side of 9th Street.  

She requested the City lease and maintain the area directly north of 9th Street 

which is used for parking.   That land is owned by the Union Pacific Railroad. 

 Lisa Herl and Stephanie Kramer expressed concerns about brick repair 

that is needed on 9th Street as well as snow removal. 

 The consensus of the Commission was to not eliminate parking on either 

street at this time. 

 
City Services Survey
 The City Manager discussed a Hays City Services Survey with the 

Commissioners.  He proposed that funds be allotted in the 2009 Budget to have 

the Survey conducted by the Docking Institute at Fort Hays State University at an 

estimated cost of $7,500.   

 

2009 Budget Review 
 Assistant City Manager Mark Loughry reviewed the 2009 Budget with the 

Commissioners.  The mill levy for the proposed budget is 26 mills.  At the July 

24, 2008 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will set the date for a public 

hearing on the 2009 Budget. 

 

Executive Session
 Ron Mellick moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the Governing Body 

recess to executive session at 7:50 p.m. for 15 minutes to discuss personnel 

issues, contract negotiations, property acquisition and attorney-client privileges.  

The executive session included the City Commissioners, the City Manager, the 

Assistant City Manager, and the City Attorney.  K.S.A. 25-4319 authorizes the 

use of executive session to discuss the topics stated in the motion. 

 



 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Allan Lytton 

 Chairperson Wasinger called the work session back to order at 8:05 p.m.  

She stated no action was taken during executive session. 

  

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 Submitted by:_________________________________________ 

                                                              City Clerk 


