
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

August 7, 2008 

 

 

 

Present:  Ron Mellick, Chris Channell, Allan Lytton, Troy Hickman, John Bird, 

Toby Dougherty 

 

Absent:  Barbara Wasinger 

 

Purchase of Triplex Reel Mower for Golf Course
 The Commissioners will be requested to formally approve a bid in the 

amount of $21,747 submitted by Kansas Golf and Turf, Inc. for a triplex reel 

mower.  Action will be taken at the August 14, 2008 Commission meeting.  

 

Micro-utility Trucks (MUTs) 
 State legislation was passed this year that allows micro-utility trucks to be 

operated on city streets by adoption of an ordinance.  City Manager Toby 

Dougherty reviewed the requirements for a vehicle to be classified as a MUT and 

operate on city streets.  

 Police Chief Jim Braun stated that from a law enforcement standpoint, he 

does not have a problem with MUTs operating in the city limits.  Drivers will still 

need to abide by the laws, have a valid driver’s license, and have liability 

insurance.   

 City Manager Dougherty stated that a permitting process could be put in 

place that would allow MUTs to operate on city streets. 

 The Commissioners will discuss this issue again at a future work session. 

 

 



Sale of Aircraft Hangar E-5 – Hays Regional Airport
  Dan Nixon wishes to sell Hangar E-5 and according to the hangar rental 

agreement, the City has first option to purchase the hangar at fair market value.  

The City Manager recommended the City not buy the hangar.  The 

Commissioners were in agreement with the City Manager. 

 The Commissioners will take formal action on this matter at the August 14, 

2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Construction of New Hangar/Airport Lease Agreement, Lot F-10 
 Paul Simpson plans to build a hangar on Lot F-10 at the Hays Regional 

Airport.  At the August 14, 2008 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will be 

requested to formally approve the construction of the hangar, as well as a rental 

agreement. 

 

Charter Ordinance for One-Call Opt Out
 The City has received notification from Kansas One-Call that recent 

legislation requires that water and sewer facilities become part of the One-Call 

system by July 2009.  The City of Hays has not participated in Kansas One-Call 

in the past.  In 2007, Public Works staff received 2,500 calls that were referred by 

Kansas One-Call.  Many of these calls were for fences on private property.  The 

City responded to 105 of the calls for locates.  The City could not assist on the 

remaining calls because the City does not have maps showing where private 

water and sewer lines are installed.  Public Works staff has determined that it 

would take one additional employee if the City were required to respond to all of 

the calls.   

 The City Manager stated that City staff will continue to do locates on 

public right-of-way.   

 City Attorney John Bird stated that this mandate is non-uniform in relation 

to different classes of cities, which under Kansas law, means that cities can use 

home rule powers to charter out and adopt its own legislation.   



 The Commissioners will be requested to formally approve a charter 

ordinance exempting the City from the provisions of the legislation at the August 

14, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

2009 Budget Discussion
 City Manager Dougherty stated that the public hearing on the 2009 Budget 

will be held during the August 14, 2008 Commission meeting.   

 

Resolution Authorizing the Offering for Sale of General Obligation Bonds 
Series 2008-A
 At the August 14, 2008 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will be 

requested to formally approve a resolution authorizing the offering for sale of 

General Obligation Internal Improvement Bonds in the amount of $1,230,000.  

This is for the reimbursement of expenditures by the City associated with the Hall 

Street Reconstruction and 22nd Construction Projects.  This cleans up the final 

audited expenses for the Hall Street project and funds the City’s portion of the 

construction of 22nd Street Canterbury to Commerce Parkway. 

 

Other Items for Discussion
 The City Manager reported that it was planned to spread the Main Street 

repairs over a two year period; however, it has been determined that significant 

cost savings could be seen if the whole project was finished this year.  The 

repairs should be done by the end of September. 

 Repairs to the bridge deck on 8th Street and concrete repairs on General 

Hays will not be done this year; those repairs will be done in 2009.  

  

Executive Session
 Christopher Channell moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the Governing 

Body recess to executive session at 6:10 p.m. for 35 minutes to discuss property 

acquisition and attorney-client privilege information.  The executive session 

included the City Commissioners, the City Manager, the Assistant City Manager, 



and the City Attorney.  K.S.A. 25-4319 authorizes the use of executive session to 

discuss the topics stated in the motion. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

 Vice-Chairperson Mellick called the work session back to order at 6:45 

p.m.  He stated no action was taken during executive session. 

 Christopher Channell moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the Governing 

Body recess to executive session at 6:46 p.m. for an additional 5 minutes to 

continue discussion on property acquisition and attorney-client privilege 

information. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

 Vice-Chairperson Mellick called the work session back to order at 6:51 

p.m.  He stated no action was taken during executive session. 

 

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 Submitted by:____________________________________________  

                                                             City Clerk 


