
MINUTES OF A MEETING 

OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF 

THE CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS 

HELD ON AUGUST 26, 2010 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN: The Governing Body of the City of Hays, 

Kansas met in regular session on Thursday, August 26, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 

   Roll Call:  Present: Barbara Wasinger 

      Troy Hickman 

      Henry Schwaller IV 

      Ron Mellick 

         Absent: Christopher Channell 

 Vice-chairperson Wasinger declared that a quorum was present and 

called the meeting to order. 

2.  MINUTES: There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

regular session held on August 12, 2010; the minutes stand approved as 

presented. 

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Finance Director Kim Rupp reported that the 

portfolio of certificates of deposit on July 31, 2010 totaled $41,400,000 with a 

weighted average interest rate of .5468%.  Six certificates were created and 

renewed for a total of $7,600,000 at a weighted average interest rate of .326%.  

The total balance of the Money Market account on July 31, 2010 was $2,750,000 

with a current yield of .46%.  Total investments are down $2,050,000 from a year 

ago.  Month-to-date sales tax collections for the Sports Complex are $209,466 

and year-to-date collections are $1,452,185.  Inception-to-date collections for the 

Sports Complex total $2,969,332 and inception-to-date expenditures total 

$3,141,193.  General Fund sales tax collections dipped in July with a month-to-

date decrease of $-53,398.  This brings the year-to-date down to -3.16% or -

$116,167 from a year ago.  Total year-to-date collections are at $3,558,183 for 

the General Fund.  The six month running average on sales tax collections are 

down -1.19%. 



 Ron Mellick moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that the Financial Statement 

for the month of July 2010 be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

4.  CIITZEN COMMENTS: There were no comments. 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA: The following proposed mayoral appointments will be 

presented for approval at the September 9, 2010 City Commission meeting: 

Fort Hays Municipal Golf Course Advisory Board 

Ron Speier – 3-year term to expire July 1, 2013 

Hays Beautification Committee 

Marlis Fletcher – 3-year term to expire August 1, 2013 

Joni Phelps – 3-year term to expire August 1, 2013 

Anna Wear – unexpired term to expire August 1, 2012 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

A-1 SCAFFOLD MFG., INC. PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT – PUBLIC 

HEARING: The City’s Economic Development Policy allows for exemptions for 

real property being added to the tax rolls by a manufacturing business.  Under 

this program, an employer that is either new or expanding its business within the 

City of Hays can request an abatement of real property taxes.  Such an action 

requires a public hearing as well as the passage of a resolution and ordinance 

enacting the same. 

 An application for economic incentives has been submitted by A-1Scaffold 

Mfg., Inc.  The request is for a 100% abatement for a ten year period.  The City’s 

current Economic Development Policy allows for a ten year abatement, but on a 

graduated scale, not 100% each year. 

 Vice-chairperson Wasinger opened the public hearing to hear comments 

regarding the property tax abatement for A-1 Scaffold Mfg., Inc. 



 Lee Staab, 417 East 19th Street, stated that he is opposed to granting the 

100% abatement for ten years due to the poor economy.  All costs are going up, 

taxes, insurance, and medical.  Both A-1 and Wheelchairs of Kansas are good 

companies, but everyone has to pay their fair share in the tax burden; no one 

should have a free ride.   

 There being no further comments, Troy Hickman moved, Henry Schwaller 

IV seconded, that the public hearing be closed.  

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

7.  A-1 SCAFFOLD MFG., INC. PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT – 

RESOLUTION: This resolution is the Governing Body’s acknowledgement that 

the necessary application and process, as required by state law and the City of 

Hays Economic Development Policy, have been followed by A-1 Scaffold Mfg., 

Inc. to be eligible for a property tax abatement. 

 Henry Schwaller IV moved, Ron Mellick seconded, that Resolution No. 

2010-022, being a resolution of the Governing Body of Hays, Kansas making 

certain findings of fact as required by K.S.A. 79-251 with respect to a property tax 

exemption to be granted to A-1 Scaffold Mfg., Inc., be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

8. A-1 SCAFFOLD MFG., INC. PROEPRTY TAX ABATEMENT – ORDINANCE: 

Henry Schwaller IV moved, Ron Mellick seconded, that Ordinance No. 3811, 

being an ordinance exempting certain property in the city of Hays from ad 

valorem taxation for economic development purposes, be approved. 

 Commissioner Schwaller stated the timing is not right to grant a 100% 

abatement for ten years.  He appreciates A-1’s investment and support of the 

community; however the policy was modified several years ago to incorporate a 



sliding scale.  There are other incentives that A-1 could apply for that would help 

A-1.   

 Commissioner Hickman stated that if times were different, the 

Commissioners may have been more inclined to grant the 100% abatement for 

ten years.  A lot of time and thought has been put into developing the Economic 

Development Policy as it now stands. 

 Commissioner Mellick stated that he feels the sliding scale is the best for 

the whole City.  !00% is granted the 1st year when help is needed the most, then 

slowly goes down each year. 

 Commissioner Schwaller stated that from a cost benefit analysis relative to 

the benefit of the jobs created, the benefits far exceed the cost of the abatement. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

 Jenny Allenbaugh, representing A-1 Scaffold, Mfg., Inc., stated that she 

and her family appreciate everything the community has done to support A-1.  

The many programs that are available have made it possible for A-1 to have this 

new start creating jobs which put people back to work. 

9.  RAYES, INC./WHEELCHAIRS OF KANSAS PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENT 

– PUBLIC HEARING: The City’s Economic Development Policy allows for 

exemptions for real property being added to the tax rolls by a manufacturing 

business.  Under this program, an employer that is either new or expanding its 

business within the City of Hays can request an abatement of real property taxes.  

Such an action requires a public hearing as well as the passage of a resolution 

and ordinance enacting the same. 

 An application for economic incentives has been submitted by Rayes, Inc./ 

dba Wheelchairs of Kansas.  The request is for a 100% abatement for a ten year 

period.  The current policy allows for a ten year abatement, but on a graduated 

scale, not 100% each year. 



 Vice-chairperson Wasinger opened the public hearing to hear comments 

regarding the property tax abatement for Rayes, Inc. dba Wheelchairs of Kansas. 

 Brad Frickey, president of Wheelchairs of Kansas, extended his 

appreciation to the Commission for their support and look forward to a long 

partnership with the City of Hays.  He does understand that it is difficult to grant a 

100% abatement for ten years. 

 There being no other comments, Troy Hickman moved, Henry Schwaller 

IV seconded, that the public hearing be closed. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

10.  RAYES, INC./WHEELCHAIRS OF KANSAS PROPERTY TAX 

ABATEMENT – RESOLUTION: This resolution is the Governing Body’s 

acknowledgement that the necessary application and process, as required by 

state law and the City of Hays Economic Development Policy, have been 

followed by Rayes, Inc./Wheelchairs of Kansas to be eligible for a property tax 

abatement. 

 Henry Schwaller IV moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that Resolution No. 

2010-023, being a resolution of the Governing Body of Hays, Kansas making 

certain findings of fact as required by K.S.A. 79-251 with respect to a property tax 

exemption to be granted to Rayes, Inc. dba Wheelchairs of Kansas, be 

approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

11.  RAYES, INC./WHEELCHAIRS OF KANSAS PROPERTY TAX 

ABATEMENT – ORDINANCE: Henry Schwaller, IV moved, Ron Mellick 

seconded, that Ordinance No. 3812, being an ordinance exempting certain 



property in the city of Hays from ad valorem taxation for economic development 

purposes, be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

12.  REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER: The Assistant City Manager presented 

his monthly report of various activities and projects throughout the city.   

13. COMMISSION INQUIRIES AND COMMENTS:  Commissioner Hickman 

asked how the clean-up was progressing after the Monday evening storm.  The 

City Manager replied that the south part of town, where the damage was the 

heaviest, has been completed, and the crews are starting to clean up other parts 

of the city and as well as the city parks. 

 Commissioner Hickman asked how the discussions were going with Great 

Lakes Airlines about the scheduling problems at the Hays Regional Airport.  The 

City Manager replied that Public Works Director Brenda Herrman would be 

meeting the Great Lakes officials next week. 

14.  EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Henry Schwaller IV moved, Ron Mellick seconded, 

that the Governing Body recess to executive session at 7:03 p.m. for 45 minutes 

to discuss property acquisition and attorney-client privileged information.  The 

executive session included the Commissioners, the City Manager, the Assistant 

City Manager, and the City Attorney.  K.S.A. 75-4319 authorizes the use of 

executive session to discuss the topics stated in the motion. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

     Henry Schwaller IV 

     Ron Mellick 

 Vice-chairperson Wasinger called the meeting back to order at 7:48 p.m.  

She stated no action was taken during executive session. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned. 



 

 Submitted by:_______________________________________ 

                                                City Clerk 

 

 


