
MINUTES OF A MEETING 

OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF  

THE CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS 

HELD ON AUGUST 28, 2008 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN: The Governing Body of the City of Hays, 

Kansas met in regular session on Thursday, August 28, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 

   Roll Call:  Present:  Christopher Channell 

      Allan Lytton 

      Troy Hickman 

         Absent: Barbara Wasinger 

      Ron Mellick 

 Commissioner Channell declared that a quorum was present and called 

the meeting to order. 

2.  MINUTES: There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of the 

regular session held on August 14, 2008; the minutes stand approved as 

presented. 

3.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT:   Finance Director Kim Rupp reported that 

investments on July 31, 2008 totaled $39,750,000, which is a $1,400,000 

increase when compared to July 2007.  Weighted average interest rate on the 

total investment portfolio as of July 31st is 2.56%.  In July, the Finance/City 

Clerk’s Office invested $7,500,000 of maturing certificates of deposit with a 

weighted average interest rate of 2.64%.  July sales tax collections for the 

General Fund totaled $763,243, which was an increase of $41,278 when 

compared to 2007.  To date, sales tax collections are up 8.58% compared to 

2007. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the Financial Statement 

for the month of July 2008 be approved.  

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 



4.  CITIZEN COMMENTS: There were no comments. 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA: Allan Lytton moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that 

Mark Junk be appointed to the Hays Recreation Commission for a 4-year term to 

expire August 1, 2012.   

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

6.  MINISTERIAL ALLIANCE – REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE:  Kyle 

Ermoian, president of the Ellis County Ministerial Alliance (ECMA), requested the 

Commissioners consider donating $1,000 to the annual city-wide Thanksgiving 

dinner to be held November 27, 2008.  The Commissioners approved a $1,000 

donation in 2007.   

 Commissioner Channell encouraged the ECMA to submit an application 

for funding through the annual budget request process next year as well as 

conduct private fund raising activities. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that a donation of $1,000 be 

given to the Ellis County Ministerial Alliance for the annual city-wide 

Thanksgiving dinner. 

 Troy Hickman amended his motion to state the funds for this event be paid 

out of the City Commission contingency fund.  Allan Lytton approved the 

amended motion. 

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

7.  2008 STANDARD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE: The League of Kansas 

Municipalities publishes a revised Standard Traffic Ordinance (STO) on a yearly 

basis.  The majority of the STO remains the same from year to year with only a 

few changes made.   



 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that Ordinance No. 3751, 

being an ordinance regulating traffic within the corporate limits of the City of 

Hays, Kansas, incorporating by reference “The Standard Traffic Ordinance for 

Kansas Cities,” Edition of 2008, providing certain penalties and repealing 

Ordinance No. 3734 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Hays, Kansas, as 

passed on September 13, 2007, and as published on September 19, 2007, be 

approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

8.  2008 UNIFORM PUBLIC OFFENSE CODE: The League of Kansas 

Municipalities publishes a revised Uniform Public Offense Code (UPOC) on a 

yearly basis.  The majority of the UPOC remains the same from year to year, with 

only a few changes made.   

 Allan Lytton moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that Ordinance No. 3752, 

being an ordinance regulating public offenses within the corporate limits of the 

City of Hays, Kansas, incorporating by reference “The Uniform Public Offense 

Code for Kansas Cities,” Edition of 2008, and repealing Ordinance No. 3735 of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Hays, Kansas, as passed on September 

13, 2007, and as published on September 19, 2007, be approved. 

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

9.  WAYFINDING SIGNAGE PROTOTYPE PROJECT PROPOSALS: The 2008 

Budget includes $40,000 for the construction of a wayfinding prototype project 

consisting of nine signs along southbound Vine Street.   

 Allan Lytton moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that the proposal submitted 

by J & J Architectural for the manufacture and installation of wayfinding signs in 

the amount of $29,700 be accepted. 

 

 



   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

10.  COMBINATION SEWER VAC TRUCK PURCHASE: The 2008 Budget 

includes $337,652 in the Fleet Replacement Schedule to replace the existing 

sewer cleaning truck and sewer inspection video camera. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the proposal submitted 

by Key Equipment in the amount of $241,785 for the purchase of a combination 

sewer vac truck be accepted. 

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

11.  SEWER INSPECTION CAMERA SYSTEM PURCHASE: Utility 

Maintenance Contractors submitted the lowest cost proposal for a sewer 

inspection camera system to be used with the combination sewer vac truck. 

 Staff requested approval to purchase locally, through the normal 

purchasing policy, a trailer costing approximately $1,000 on which to mount the 

new sewer inspection camera system. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that the proposal submitted 

by Utility Maintenance Contractors in the amount of $51,700 for a sewer 

inspection camera system be accepted and that staff be allowed to purchase a 

trailer to mount the camera system, costing approximately $1,000.  

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

12.  AIRPORT CHARTER ORDINANCE: Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton 

seconded, that discussion and action on Charter Ordinance No. 25 be tabled. 

   Vote: Ayes:  Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

 



13.  PRESENTATION OF 2008-A BOND SALE RESULTS: David Arteberry of 

George K. Baum & Company, the City’s financial advisor on bond issues, 

reported bids were received today on an on-line bidding website for General 

Obligation Bonds in the amount of $1,230,000.  Four bids were received, with 

Commerce Bank submitting the low bid with a true interest cost of 3.977769%.   

14.  GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS SERIES 2008-A ORDINANCE: General 

Obligation Bonds Series 2008-A is for the reimbursement of expenditures by the 

City associated with the Hall Street Reconstruction and the 22nd Street 

Construction projects. 

 Allan Lytton moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that Ordinance No. 3753, 

being an ordinance authorizing and providing for the issuance of $1,230,000 

principal amount of General Obligation Internal Improvement Bonds, Series 

2008-A, of the City of Hays, Kansas; providing for the levy and collection of an 

annual tax for the purpose of paying the principal of and interest on said bonds 

as they become due; authorizing certain other documents and actions in 

connection therewith; and making certain covenants with respect thereto, be 

approved.  

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

15.  GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS SERIES 2008-A – RESOLUTION: As 

part of the bond process, a resolution must be approved authorizing the sale of 

the bonds as noted in Agenda Item 14 and by approval of Ordinance No. 3753. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that Resolution No. 2008-

016, being a resolution prescribing the form and details of and authorizing and 

directing the sale and delivery of $1,230,000 principal amount of General 

Obligation Internal Improvement Bonds, Series 2008-A, of the City of Hays, 

Kansas, previously authorized by Ordinance No. 3753 of the issuer; making 

certain covenants and agreements to provide for the payment and security 

thereof; and authorizing certain other documents and actions connected 

therewith, be approved. 



   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

16.  CONDEMNATION OF SMOKY HILL WELLFIELD – RESOLUTION:  For 

three years the City of Hays has been making preparations to expand the Smoky 

Hill Wellfield.  As part of this expansion, it will be necessary for the City to acquire 

certain properties to place water wells upon.  The City has entered into 

negotiations with the property owners in the affected area in order to obtain the 

necessary property at a fair market value.  At this time, these negotiations have 

not resulted in the City being able to obtain the property; therefore, staff is 

recommending the City Commission begin the condemnation process for 

acquisition of the needed properties.   

 City Attorney John Bird reviewed the process of eminent domain.  He 

stated that appraisers have given the City an amount to be offered to the 

landowners.  The amounts that have been discussed with the property owners 

are much higher than the fair market value appraisal.  The existing wellfield sits 

on the Smoky Hill River in the Schoenchen area.  Those wells have been in 

place since the 1950’s.  One mile has been added to the wellfield area so that 

the same amount of water could be taken from a longer stretch of the river and 

hopefully have less bad effect on the river itself and the surrounding property 

owners.  Engineers have told the City that by enlarging the wellfield, the City is 

enlarging the storage tank of the aquifer.    Where there are existing wells, it will 

not be necessary to negotiate because there are leases in place.   

 Mr. Bird stated that passage of Resolution No. 2008-017 is the first step in 

the eminent domain process; however, he is hopeful that negotiations between 

the City and the property owners will result in a fair price that will be acceptable 

to the property owners. 

 Troy Hickman moved, Allan Lytton seconded, that Resolution No. 2008-

017, being a resolution declaring the necessity to appropriate certain private real 

property for the use of the City of Hays, Kansas, and authorizing a survey and 



description of the land and interest to be appropriated and filed with the City 

Clerk, be approved. 

 Mike Werth, representing his father Larry Werth, one of the property 

owners in the Smoky Wellfield area, stated the wellfield can be expanded without 

the use of eminent domain.  The landowners are interested in leases and do not 

want to sell their land.  If the land must be owned by the City, then income 

capitalization must be figured into the price of the land to be fair and just.  The 

water belongs to the City, but it takes the land to harvest the water and that is 

what gives that piece of land its value. 

 The City Attorney will continue to negotiate with the property owners. 

   Vote: Ayes: Christopher Channell 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

17.  REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER: City Manager Toby Dougherty 

reported that work on the Main Street water line and reconstruction project is 

going well.  The Parks Department has undertaken a very large renovation of the 

front nine at the Municipal Golf Course.   City workers have done an outstanding 

job on both of the projects. 

18.  COMMISSION INQUIRIES AND COMMENTS: Commissioner Hickman 

asked about quorum requirements for a charter ordinance. 

 City Attorney John Bird stated that for a charter ordinance to pass, it is 

necessary that four Commissioners vote in favor of the ordinance. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:_____________________________________ 

                                                      City Clerk  

 

 

 



 

    

 

 
 
    


