
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

September 3, 2009 

 

Present:  Ron Mellick, Barbara Wasinger, Troy Hickman, John Bird, Toby 

Dougherty 

 

Absent:  Christopher Channell, Henry Schwaller IV 

 

Fireworks Activity Report 

 Police Chief Jim Braun and Fire Chief Gary Brown presented a joint 2009 

Fireworks Activity Report.   

 The Hays Police Department saw a 40% reduction in the number of 

fireworks related calls in 2009 (58) compared to 2008 (97).  The Hays Fire 

Department responded to four minor fires caused by fireworks. 

 Police Chief Braun commented that aerial fireworks were again being 

discharged city wide. City residents paid little heed to the direction of the City 

Commission in limiting fireworks within the city to the “safe and sane” variety 

despite educational information being provided as well as friendly reminders from 

patrolling officers.  Three retailers in the city limits were found to be offering 

illegal fireworks and cooperated in removing these items from the sales 

inventory.  State statutes allow aerial fireworks and it creates some confusion 

due to the fact that aerial fireworks are not allowed in the city limits.  

Furthermore, aerial fireworks can be bought in neighboring communities; 

therefore, it is very hard to enforce the law. 

 Chairperson Mellick requested statistics on how many fire calls the City 

has had in past years when more days were allowed to shoot off fireworks. 

 This topic will be discussed again at the October 1, 2009 work session. 

 

 



2009 Uniform Public Offense Code/Standard Traffic Ordinances 

 At the September 10, 2009 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve ordinances adopting the 2009 Uniform Public Offense 

Code for Kansas Cities and the 2009 Standard Traffic Ordinance for Kansas 

Cities as prepared by the League of Kansas Municipalities. 

 

Larks Park Restroom Proposals 

 At the September 10, 2009 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve a bid submitted by Paul-Wertenberger, in the amount of 

$75,000, for improvements/remodeling of the restroom at Larks Park. 

 An amount of $100,000 was budgeted for restroom upgrades.  Parks 

Director Jeff Boyle suggested the remaining $25,000 be spent on other needed 

repairs to the building.  He will prioritize the repairs and present them to the 

Commissioners for their approval at a later date.   

 

Abatement of Abandoned Vehicle at 215 West 6th Street 

 At the September 10, 2009 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve a resolution to abate an inoperable vehicle at 215 West 

6th Street. 

 

Final Plat of Golden Belt Estates 4th Addition 

 At the September 10, 2009 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve a resolution approving the final plat of the Golden Belt 

Estates 4th Addition. 

 

Golden Belt Estates 4th Addition Rezoning from “A-L” (Agriculture District 

to “R-2” (Single-Family Dwelling District) 

 At the September 10, 2009 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve a rezoning request for property located in the vicinity of 

45th and Hall Street and known as Golden Belt Estates 4th Addition.  The request 



is to rezone the property from A-L (Agriculture District) to R-2 (Single-Family 

Dwelling District). 

 

Pre-Annexation Agreement for Connection to Sanitary Sewer 

 The owner of property located on East 7th Street between Canterbury 

Drive and Commerce Parkway has requested a pre-annexation agreement that 

would allow for the property to be connected to the City’s sanitary sewer system. 

The Commissioners will be requested to approve the agreement at the 

September 10, 2009 Commission meeting. 

 

Discussion of Intrastate Air Service Feasibility Study 

 The cities of Hays, Garden City, Dodge City, Salina, and Enid, Oklahoma 

participated in a feasibility study to determine whether or not the addition of 

intrastate air service would be a viable option.  Cape Air is one airline that is 

interested in providing this intrastate service.  Cape Air is not approved as an 

Essential Air Service (EAS) carrier; therefore, the service would have to be 

established with a revenue guarantee.  This means that no federal dollars would 

be available to subsidize the program and it is unlikely that State of Kansas 

dollars would be available to fund this service, meaning local dollars would have 

to be generated to make the service work.  For two flights a day with a fare of 

$160 round-trip, the annual revenue generated would have to be $460,570 to 

make this service viable. 

 Public Works Director Brenda Herrman recommended that intrastate air 

service not be considered at this time for several reasons, the main ones being: 

 The potential to have a reduced EAS subsidy or it be eliminated, if the 

program would prove to be successful, would cause great harm to the 

Hays community due to lack of economic development opportunities and 

availability of flights for business and leisure travelers. 

 The proposed service would not receive Small Community Air Service 

Development grant assistance; it does not qualify for this federal 

assistance program. 



 The proposed service would not receive EAS funding. 

 Mid-Continent (Wichita) flies directly to 12 cities; Denver flies to 165. 

The Public Works Director stated that even though having a choice for 

passengers leaving the Hays Regional Airport would be attractive to some 

people and boardings on the intrastate air service would count toward annual 

enplanements, there are too many negatives to consider intrastate air service at 

this time.  The Commissioners agreed with the Public Works Director’s 

recommendation. 

 

Other Items for Discussion 

 City Manager Toby Dougherty stated that the Commissioners will be 

requested to approve an ordinance and a resolution relating to Series 2009-A 

General Obligation Bonds at the September 10, 2009 Commission meeting. 

 

Executive Session 

 Barbara Wasinger moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that the Governing 

Body recess to executive session at 7:06 p.m. for five minutes to discuss 

property acquisition and attorney-client privileged information.  The executive 

session included the Commissioners, the City Manager, and the City Attorney. 

K.S.A. 25-4319 authorizes the use of executive session to discuss the topics 

stated in the motion. 

   Vote: Ayes: Ron Mellick 

     Barbara Wasinger 

     Troy Hickman 

 Chairperson Mellick called the work session back to order at 7:11 p.m.  He 

stated no action was taken during executive session. 

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 Submitted by:______________________________________ 

     City Clerk 

 


