
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

September 4, 2008 

 

Present:  Barbara Wasinger, Ron Mellick, Allan Lytton, Troy Hickman, John Bird, 

Toby Dougherty 

 

Request from Heartland Community Foundation
 The Heartland Community Foundation (HCF) is a collection of funds 

designed to link donors with charitable causes. HCF is a public charity serving 

the west central Kansas area. 

 Gina Riedel, community volunteer, and Bob Muirhead, board member of 

Heartland Community Foundation, appeared before the Commission to request a 

$5,000 donation.   

This item will be placed on the September 11, 2008 Commission meeting 

agenda for further discussion. 

 

Hays Aquatic Park Wood Structure Sealing
 At the September 11, 2008 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve a bid submitted by Dale Schmidt in the amount of 

$21,600 to seal/stain the wood structures at the Hays Aquatic Park. 

 

Condemnation of Smoky Hill Wellfield – Ordinance
 In conjunction with Resolution No. 2008-017, which was approved at the 

August 28, 2008 Commission meeting, it is necessary to approve an ordinance 

which would begin eminent domain proceedings.  The Commissioners will be 

requested to approve the ordinance at the September 11, 2008 Commission 

meeting. 

 

 



Proposal to Restripe 27th Street to Three Lanes from Plum to Hall
 City staff was requested to look at the feasibility of restriping 27th Street to 

a three-lane configuration from Plum to Hall.  Staff presented preliminary 

information at the June 19, 2008 work session.  Commissioners requested that 

residents living along that section of 27th Street be given the opportunity to voice 

their opinions.  Letters were sent to 54 residents on both sides of 27th Street from 

Plum to Hall.  Twelve responses were received; 10 were opposed to the change, 

one was supportive of the change, and one was indifferent. 

 Commissioner Mellick feels the City needs to be consistent in the striping 

of arterial streets in the City.  He cited other arterial streets that are of the three-

lane configuration.  The traffic study that was done several years recommended 

that 27th Street be a three-lane street.  During peak times, anyone making a left 

hand turn causes traffic to back up.  Stop signs were put up to funnel traffic to 

use collector and arterial streets; with that stretch of 27th as a two-lane street, 

traffic often gets backed up and slows down the flow of traffic. 

 Commissioner Mellick stated that he has been by the area at various 

times throughout the day.  The only vehicle he observed parked in the 400 or 500 

block of East 27th was a Hays Police car running radar on a Saturday morning. 

 Kent Laas, 502 West 40th Street, stated re-striping had been considered 

about 10 years ago.  He feels it is time to re-stripe the street to three-lanes in 

order to address traffic circulation.  He hopes the Commissioners will do the 

greatest good for the greatest number of people.  Timely circulation of people 

throughout our community is very important.   

 This item will be placed on the September 11, 2008 Commission meeting 

for further discussion. 

 

Sports Complex Resolution
 A petition has been submitted to Ellis County Clerk Alberta Klaus 

requesting the City of Hays adopt a resolution for the purpose of submitting to the 

voters of the City a question relating to the imposition of a sales tax in the City of 



Hays for the construction of a sports complex.  The citizens of Hays will vote on 

the sales tax during the November general election. 

 The Commissioners will be requested to consider the resolution at the 

September 11, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Dangerous Structure Abatement for 113 E. 5th St.
 The owner of property located at 113 East 5th Street has made no attempt 

to rehabilitate or demolish the dilapidated and deteriorated garage at 113 East 5th 

Street.  At the September 11, 2008 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

be requested to approve a resolution authorizing the City to abate the structure. 

 

Ordinance Revising Setback Regulations in Residential Zoned Districts
 The Hays Area Planning Commission has recommended that setback 

regulations in residential zoned districts be changed for wedge shaped lots.  The 

Commissioners will be requested to consider an ordinance amending Chapter 71 

of the Code of Ordinances at the September 11, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Tallgrass Addition Phase IV – Engineering Services Agreement
 The City Manager will sign an engineering agreement with Baughman 

Company, P.A. for services for a not-to-exceed cost of $9,000 for Tallgrass 

Addition – Phase IV.  Lusk Land Development has petitioned the City for street, 

storm water, water, and sanitary sewer improvements; a resolution authorizing 

the improvements was approved at the July 10, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Pre-annexation Agreement (Tract of Property along East Highway 40)
 The owner of property located on East Highway 40 between Canterbury 

Drive and Commerce Parkway has requested a pre-annexation agreement that 

would allow the property to be connected to the City water and sewer system. 

 The Commissioners will be requested to approve the Agreement at the 

September 11, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 



Use of Former Army Reserve Center
 Commissioner Hickman suggested that the City accept proposals from 

any organization, public or private, that would be interested in using the former 

Army Reserve Center for their activities.   

 The Commissioners will discuss this at the September 11, 2008 

Commission meeting. 

 

Executive Session
 Barbara Wasinger moved, Troy Hickman seconded, that the Governing 

Body recess to executive session at 6:25 p.m. for 10 minutes to discuss property 

acquisition.  The executive session included the Commissioners, the City 

Manager, and the City Attorney.  K.S.A. 25-4319 authorizes the use of executive 

session to discuss property acquisition. 

   Vote: Ayes: Barbara Wasinger 

     Ron Mellick 

     Allan Lytton 

     Troy Hickman 

 Chairperson Wasinger called the work session back to order at 6:35 p.m.  

She stated no action was taken during executive session. 

 

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:__________________________________________ 

                                                          City Clerk 

 

 

 

  


