
City of Hays – City Commission 

Work Session Notes – October 2, 2008 

 

Present:  Barbara Wasinger, Ron Mellick, Christopher Channell, Allan Lytton, 

Troy Hickman, John Bird, Mark Loughry 

 

Request for Assistance from First Call for Help
 Amy Bryant, director, and Sara Dreher, an informational referral specialist 

at First Call for Help, requested $20,000 to provide for natural gas emergency 

assistance to low-income families and individuals in Hays.  In 2006 City staff 

determined that, as a result of higher natural gas costs, the City would realize an 

increase in franchise fees.  First Call for Help received $45,860 in January 2006 

for emergency assistance.  Of that amount, $17,000 was used and the remainder 

was returned to the City.  First Call for Help did not request any funds in 2007 for 

this program. 

 Commissioner Hickman asked staff to calculate how much of an increase 

the City will receive in franchise fees as a result of higher energy costs. 

 Assistant City Manager Mark Loughry recommended that this item be 

placed on the October 16, 2008 work session for further discussion after staff has 

determined the increase in franchise fees. 

  

Micro-Utility Truck (MUT) Ordinance
 Discussion was held about operating micro-utility trucks in the city limits 

and whether the trucks would be able to be driven on federal highways, in this 

case, on Vine Street. 

 City Attorney John Bird stated State statutes allow micro utility trucks to 

cross federal highways. 

 Police Chief Jim Braun quoted Section 114.2 of the Standard Traffic 

Ordinance that states that it shall be unlawful for any person to operate a micro-

utility truck on interstate, federal or state highways, or on any public highway 

street within the corporate city limits unless authorized by the city.   



 The City Attorney was directed to request an opinion from the Attorney 

General.   

 Further discussion will take place at a future work session. 

 

West Frontier Park Restroom Bid Approval
 At the October 9, 2008 Commission meeting, Commissioners will be 

requested to approve a bid in the amount of $64,845.34 submitted by 

Kinderknecht Construction for a restroom facility at West Frontier Park. 

 

Compost Site Ordinance
 The City Manager has issued a policy prohibiting tree limbs and branches 

at the compost site.  An ordinance has been drafted allowing the City to charge a 

fine if anyone violates the City policy.  The Commissioners will be requested to 

approve the ordinance at the October 9, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Abatement Resolution – Howard Reynolds Properties
 The Commissioners will consider approving a resolution at the October 9, 

2008 Commission meeting to abate the weed and trash nuisances at several 

properties owned by Howard Reynolds. 

 

Golden Belt Estates Third Addition – Construction Award of Bid
 Hi-Plains Sand has submitted the low bid in the amount of $355,225.75 for 

improvements associated with the construction of Vista Drive north of 45th Street.  

The Commissioners will be requested to approve the bid at the October 9, 2008 

Commission meeting. 

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 Submitted by:_________________________________ 

                                                 City Clerk 

 

 



   


