
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

Thursday, October 15, 2015 – 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present: Eber Phelps, Shaun Musil, James Meier, Henry Schwaller IV, Lance 

Jones, Todd Powell, Toby Dougherty and Brenda Kitchen 

 

October 1, 2015 Work Session Notes  

There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of the work session 

held on October 1, 2015; the minutes stand approved as presented. 

 

Kiwanis Park Play Unit 

The existing play equipment at Kiwanis Park at 17th and Harvest Road 

was purchased and installed in 1991 by the Hays Kiwanis Club and City staff. 

Play equipment generally lasts 15-20 years. The main play unit is in need of 

replacement at this time. 

 The Hays Kiwanis Club donated $40,000 and the City budgeted $40,000 

in matching funds in the 2015 Special Parks Budget to update Kiwanis Park with 

a new play unit and restroom. Members of the Hays Kiwanis Club reviewed the 

play unit proposals and requested approval to purchase the unit from ABCreative 

in De Soto, Kansas for an amount of $30,420 which includes labor for an install 

supervisor from their firm.  

Commissioners will be asked to approve the purchase of the play unit 

from ABCreative for an amount of $30,420 from the Park Improvement Fund at 

the October 22, 2015 Commission meeting.  

 

Kiwanis Park Restroom 

Kiwanis Park does not currently have a restroom facility available for park 

visitors. Restrooms are one of the most important amenities to have in a park 

setting and are typically one of the first items installed when building a park. 



Jeff Boyle, Parks Director, stated City staff looked at various ways to 

purchase restroom facilities in an effort to find the most cost effective way to 

provide adequate and long lasting restrooms for park areas. Previous restroom 

facilities constructed in area parks were costing approximately $70,000 to 

construct. City staff determined that pre-cast concrete restrooms were less 

expensive to purchase and install yet still looked nice and fulfilled the basic 

needs for city park users. The State of Kansas purchases these same types of 

restrooms for the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks and Tourism and has 

already gone through the bidding processes for purchasing such and has a 

current contract in place with CXT, Inc. The contract includes a provision that 

allows political subdivisions of the State of Kansas to purchase the restrooms off 

of the contract. The Cortez precast flush restroom offered by CXT, Inc. has 

separate men’s and women’s restrooms and meets all ADA requirements. The 

contract price for the restroom including delivery is $40,100. City staff will 

prepare the base and will hire a local contractor to install the piping to the facility.     

At the October 22, 2015 Commission meeting, Commissioners will be 

asked to approve the purchase of the CXT, Inc. Cortez precast flush restroom, 

via the State of Kansas Bid Procurement Contract, for an amount of $40,100. 

 

7th Street Angle Parking 

In July and again in August 2015, the City Commission discussed 

converting 6th and 7th Streets from one-way to two-way traffic.  At the August 20th 

Work Session, the majority of the City Commissioners were not in favor of 

converting the streets to two-way traffic, but did consider a request from a local 

business to convert some of the parallel parking to angle parking. City staff was 

directed to research the addition of angled parking along the north side of 7th 

Street from Fort Hays State University (FHSU) towards downtown. 

City staff has investigated the possibilities and solicited input from 

adjacent property owners. Letters were sent to 56 property owners adjacent to 

7th Street from the FHSU campus to Main Street and eight responses were 



received. Generally responses were mixed with half of the respondents opposed 

to making a change, and the other half supported the change to angle parking. 

 Due to potential traffic safety issues and fire fighting response concerns, 

staff does not recommend adding angle parking along the north side of 7th Street.  

Tony Taylor, owner of On the Rocks, located above Chucks Bar on West 

7th Street commented that he is concerned with a bottleneck situation. If we 

convert to one lane and the police or Emergency Medical Services would be 

called, there would be no way to get them in and out. 

It was the consensus of the Commission to not make any changes to the 

parking along 7th Street. 

 

Replat of Lots 1 & 2 and Arnhold Drive in Arnhold’s Industrial Addition 

The subject property, known as Arnhold’s Industrial Addition, is under 

consideration for approval of a replat of Lots 1 and 2 as well as the portion of 

right of way currently platted as Arnhold Drive. This is undeveloped and 

unimproved property outside the City limits located west of Canterbury and north 

of East 8th Street. There is a proposed plan from Midwest Energy to develop an 

electrical substation on the property.  Approval of the plat as submitted would act 

to combine two lots, 1 and 2, and vacate the right of way platted as Arnhold 

Drive. On September 21, 2015 the final plat was reviewed and approved by a 

vote of 8-0 by the Hays Area Planning Commission.  Staff, as well as the 

Planning Commission, recommends approving this plat as submitted. 

At the October 22, 2015 Commission meeting, Commissioners will be 

asked to approve a resolution accepting the Replat of Lots 1 and 2 and Arnhold 

Drive, Arnhold’s Industrial Addition. 

 

Rezoning of Lots 15 and 17, Block 6, HP Wilson Addition (C-O to C-2) – 117 

East 7th Street 

The owner of 117 East 7th Street, Lots 15 and 17, Block 6, HP Wilson 

Addition, has submitted a request to rezone the property from C-O (Office and 

Institution District) to C-2 (General Commercial and Service District).  The 



property is located at the northwest corner of the intersection of 7th Street and 

Oak Street. A public hearing was conducted on September 15, 2015 at the 

regular meeting of the Planning Commission and it was recommended by a vote 

of 8-0 that the rezoning be approved.  The zoning change from C-O to C-2 would 

allow the owners to use the property for other commercial ventures that are not 

currently allowed in the C-O district, which would hopefully allow for increased 

profit from the property.   

At the October 22, 2015 Commission meeting, Commissioners will be 

asked to approve an ordinance rezoning the property at 117 East 7th Street from 

C-O to   C-2. 

 

Transitioning to November Elections 

          For one hundred and fifty four years, spring elections have been 

conducted for officials of cities and municipalities in Kansas.   

          During the legislative session of 2015, the Kansas Legislature passed 

House Bill 2014, the Act, which moved City elections from April of odd years to 

November of odd years.  The Act also contains many provisions relating to 

elections of City officials including those relating to the election date, the 

beginning of the term of office for newly elected Commissioners, filing deadlines, 

and primaries.   

           Todd Powell, Assistant City Attorney, presented several recommendations 

to the Commissioners in order for the City to comply with provisions of the Act.  

Newly elected Commissioners will take their seats the second Monday in 

January rather than in April. Commissioner’s terms that would have expired in 

2017 will expire in January 2018 and terms that would have expired in April 2019 

will expire in January 2020. These changes would have the most impact and will 

require changes to the existing ordinances.  

          If a Commissioner resigns, a special election could take place or the 

Commission could vote to fill the vacancy. By consensus, Commissioners were 

in favor of having the governing body fill the vacancy because of the cost of 

special elections and low turnout. 



          The City Manager Plan Act, which establishes how cities operate in the 

commission-manager form of government, was repealed by the Kansas 

Legislature. A proposed ordinance would reaffirm the commission-manager form 

of government. 

           At the October 22, 2015 Commission meeting, Commissioners will be 

asked to approve the proposed ordinances to comply with the provisions of 

House Bill 2014, the Act. 

 

Fact Finding Report/SEIU Contract 2016-2018 

City staff and SEIU have met and conferred various times throughout the 

year to discuss the 2016 to 2018 contract. On June 3, 2015 impasse was 

declared, and in July, an unsuccessful mediation took place. A fact finding was 

conducted September 17, 2015. According to state statute the City Commission 

must hold a hearing and make public the findings of fact and recommendation as 

well as taking such action as it deems to be in the public interest, including the 

interest of the public employees involved.       

At the October 22, 2015 Commission meeting, the Commissioners will 

hold a hearing as required by state statute for recommendations and input from 

City staff and SEIU representatives.  Once closed, the City Commission may 

take necessary action as it deems to be in the public interest.  

 

Other Items for Discussion  

 Commissioner Meier commented that Hays Medical Center Foundation is 

providing free flu shots at Hays Medical Center October 25, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. 

to 2:00 p.m. 

 Commissioner Musil stated that he will be leaving the Downtown Hays 

Development Corporation Board at the end of the year and he feels that it is 

important to have a representative from the City of Hays on that board. He stated 

that he has enjoyed serving on the board, but does not have the time to commit 

to it at this time.  



 Sandy Jacobs, President of the Downtown Hays Development 

Corporation, stated they would welcome any Commissioners, but another option 

would be to become an ex-officio member to offer input and keep the City 

involved at all times. 

 

The work session was adjourned at 7:29 p.m. 

 

 

 

Submitted by: ______________________________________________ 

Brenda Kitchen – City Clerk 


