
City of Hays 

City Commission 

Work Session Notes 

October 16, 2008 

 

 

Present:  Barbara Wasinger, Ron Mellick, Christopher Channell, Troy Hickman, 

John Bird, Toby Dougherty 

 

Absent:  Allan Lytton 

 

 2008/2009 Natural Gas Assistance Program (First Call for Help) 
 At the October 2, 2008 work session, First Call for Help requested 

$20,000 to provide for natural gas emergency assistance to low-income families 

and individuals in Hays.  The Commissioners requested staff calculate the 

potential amount of excess franchise fees to be collected from Midwest Energy 

due to an increase in gas and electric charges.   

 Finance Director Kim Rupp reported the 2009 budget revenue projections 

for gas and electric franchise fees to be $1,000,000.  Based on projected 

increases in gas and electric, the Finance Director estimated a surplus of 

$147,007 over what was budgeted for the year and a surplus of $43,132 for the 

four month period of January through April. 

The Commissioners will consider this request and take formal action at the 

October 23, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Rezoning of 1016 West 35th Street from”A-L” Agricultural District to “R-3N” 
Two-family Neighborhood District
 At the October 23, 2008 Commission meeting, the rezoning of 1016 West 

35th Street from “A-L” Agricultural District to “R-3N” Two-family Neighborhood 

District will be formally considered and voted upon. 

 



 

 

Alley South of Post Office – One-way Consideration
  City staff was requested to look at the option of converting the alley just 

south of the Post Office at 8th and Fort Street to one-way traffic eastbound only.  

Traffic counts indicate that an average of 450 vehicles per day travel this alley 

from west to east, while only 10 vehicles per day travel this alley from east to 

west.  The majority of the traffic comes from people leaving the Post Office and 

wanting to go north or east but cannot due to the westbound 7th Street and 

southbound Fort Street.  The four adjacent businesses supported changing the 

alley to a one-way eastbound only alley. 

 The Commissioners will formally consider this issue at the October 23, 

2008 Commission meeting. 

 

Dan Rupp/Lions Club Park Playground Equipment Bids
 In the 2008 Budget, an amount of $32,000 is budgeted for the purchase 

and installation of a playground unit at Dan Rupp/Lions Club Park.  The existing 

unit at the Park is in very poor condition and must be removed.  The Parks 

Department received 31 proposals; staff narrowed the proposals down to six 

units from six different vendors and presented the proposals to the Lions Club.  

The Lions Club voted to donate $5,000 for the purchase of the unit from Fry and 

Associates.  City staff is in agreement with their choice of a playground unit.  

With the donation from the Lions Club, the City’s portion of the playground unit 

will be $23,908 or $8,092 below budget.  A portion of the remaining funds will be 

used to purchase fall zone materials and install a sidewalk to meet ADA 

requirements. 

 The Commissioners will vote to approve the bid submitted by Fry and 

Associates at the October 23, 2008 Commission meeting. 

 

 

 



 

Holiday Meeting Schedule
 City Manager Toby Dougherty requested the Commissioners’ permission 

to modify the regular meeting and work session schedule in November, 

December and January due to the upcoming Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 

Year’s Day holidays. 

 There were no objections voiced. 

 

 The work session was adjourned. 

 

 

 Submitted by:________________________________________ 


