
 

                       MINUTES OF A MEETING 

                     OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF 

                     THE CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS 

                    HELD ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1995 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER BY CHAIRMAN:  The Governing Body of the City 

of Hays, Kansas, met in regular session Thursday, September 28, 

1995, at 7:30 p.m. 

      Roll Call:  Present: Sharon Leikam 

          Daniel 

Rupp 

          Eber Phelps 

                 Jayne Clarke 

                 Errol Wuertz 

 Mayor Leikam declared that a quorum was present and called 

the meeting to order. 

2.  MINUTES:  Eber Phelps moved, Jayne Clarke seconded, that the 

minutes of the September 14, 1995, regular session, be approved. 

  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

3.  FINANCIAL STATEMENT:  Jayne Clarke moved, Errol Wuertz 

seconded, that the Financial Statement for the month of August, 

1995, be approved. 

  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

4.  CITIZEN COMMENTS:  Carl Pinney, RR 2, Box 82, Ellis, Kansas, 

appeared before the Commission to request a reversal on the 

ruling that live Christmas trees cannot be placed in churches.  

City Manager Hannes Zacharias stated that the National Fire 

Code, which has been adopted by the City, states that live trees 
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at points of assembly are not allowed.  Mr. Zacharias 

recommended that City staff look at the issue and report back at 

the next Commission meeting. 

5.  COMMISSION INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM:  Errol Wuertz asked if 

the problem of high weeds along the railroad corridor has been 

rectified.  City Manager Zacharias stated that crews hired by 

Union Pacific Railroad are in the process of cutting down the 

weeds.     

 Eber Phelps asked what the requirements are in regard to 

keeping streets open during the Vine Street construction.  Mr. 

Zacharias stated KDOT requires that two lanes of traffic be 

maintained for north and south traffic.  However, east and west 

intersections could be closed.  Merchants in the 13th & Vine 

Street area requested that the east and west intersections be 

kept open.  The intersection at 22nd and Vine Streets will be 

closed to east and west traffic so that the project could be 

done more rapidly. 

6.  CONSENT ITEMS:  Mayor Leikam informed the Commission that 

Melissa Romme will not be able to fill the unexpired term on the 

Business Improvement District Board of Advisors.  She recommends 

that Joannah Fisher be appointed in her place.   

 Eber Phelps moved, Daniel Rupp seconded, that the following 

appointments be approved: 

 Traffic Advisory Committee

 Melvin Wedermyer - one year term expiring January 1, 1997 

 Doug Houston - two year term expiring January 1, 1998 

 Curt Brungardt - two year term expiring January 1, 1998 

 

 Business Improvement District Board of Advisors

 Joannah Fisher - filling unexpired term ending  

                      January 19, 1998 

 Jerome Waltner - filling unexpired term ending 

              January 19, 1998 
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  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

7.  GREENBRIER LANE: City Manager Zacharias reviewed the history 

of Greenbrier Lane for the Commission.  Greenbrier Lane was 

constructed in the late 1970's. However the street was never 

deeded to the City, hence the City has not maintained it during 

the ensuing years.  Smoky Hill Country Club would like to either 

close the street or relinquish the street to the City. The 

Planning Commission recommends the City take over the street. 

They further recommended that the City add Greenbrier Lane to 

the Capital Improvement Program, and set aside at least $5,000 

per year for the next five years for the repair of the street.  

 If the Commission were to accept the Planning Commission 

recommendation, City staff recommends that Smoky Hill Country 

Club not be exempt from any future street improvement 

assessments.  Staff also recommends that golf carts be allowed 

to cross Greenbrier Lane only at designated crossings.  

Greenbrier Lane would not be put on the Capital Improvement 

Plan, but be added to the inventory of residential streets with 

repair and maintenance occurring on a priority basis. 

 City Manager Zacharias reviewed ADA requirements concerning 

the installation of sidewalks along Greenbrier Lane.  Reasonable 

accommodations must be met if someone chooses to challenge the 

City for not having sidewalks installed.  However, the area may 

be considered a park, thence sidewalks would not have to be 

installed.  The sidewalk issue may require a decision sometime 

in the future. 

 Daniel Rupp moved, Errol Wuertz seconded, that the City 

Manager be directed to negotiate the transfer of Greenbrier Lane 

from the Smoky Hill Country Club to the City of Hays, subject to 

the stipulations set forth by City staff.   
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  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

8.  CDBG PUBLIC HEARING:  Randall J. Harare, Executive Director, 

Northwest Kansas Planning and Development Commission, 

representing Steel Fabrications, Inc., appeared before the 

Commission.  Mr. Hrabe stated that due to recent developments in 

Steel Fabrications business plans, he is requesting the 

scheduled public hearing be cancelled and rescheduled some time 

in the future. 

9.  CDBG GRANT APPLICATION:  The application for Steel 

Fabrications, Inc. has been withdrawn and will be rescheduled at 

a later time. 

10.  BLOWER TEST REQUIREMENTS:  Brian Dreiling, representing 

Midwest Energy and Kent Laas, Building Inspector, addressed the 

Commission to inform them of a new program being instituted in 

the Building Inspection Department.  The program is a 

ventilation/combustion air test for new residential 

construction.  Midwest Energy has the testing equipment and 

technology available which will measure ventilation and 

combustion air, and also evaluate the energy efficiency of a 

dwelling.  They will make the tests available for new dwelling 

at a cost of $50 per home.  

  The Trades Board has endorsed this program and recommends 

the test be completed as a condition for issuing a "Certificate 

of Occupancy".  They further recommend the cost of the test be 

passed onto the contractor/owner, who will be billed for this 

test directly from Midwest Energy.  Any other entity that can 

perform this test and supply the appropriate documentation will 

also be acceptable.  Houses that are completed after October 15, 

1995, will be required to have this test done prior to the 

issuance of a "Certificate of Occupancy" by the Building 

Inspection Department.  

 Daniel Rupp moved, Errol Wuertz seconded, that the 
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requirement of a blower test be performed on a residential home 

prior to issuance of the "Certificate of Occupancy", be 

approved. 

  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

11.  WASHINGTON D.C. REPORT:  City Manager Zacharias reported on 

the 1995 Congressional Conference held recently in Washington 

D.C.  At the conference, discussion was held regarding issues 

dealing with telecommunications, healthcare, ADA activities, 

housing, work force education programs, and job training effort.  

The Americorp Program and Essential Air Services are both in 

jeopardy.  It appears there will be funding for at least one 

more year.  

 The City of Hays delegates met with the representatives and 

senators and their staff and discussed water issues, the 

Superfund Program, the Airport ILS system, and the Essential Air 

Services.   

 Commissioners Wuertz and Clarke thanked Lavern Squier and 

city staff for the preparatory work involving this trip.  They 

appreciated the packets of information given to them and felt 

they were well prepared to talk to our representatives in 

Washington.   

12.  LEAGUE VOTING DELEGATES:  Jayne Clarke moved, Eber Phelps 

seconded, that Errol Wuertz, Eber Phelps, Hannes Zacharias, and 

Linton Bartlett, be designated as voting delegates for the 1995 

League of Kansas Municipalities annual conference, and Susie 

Grabbe and Susie Billinger be designated as alternate delegates.   

  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

13.  ADD-ON ITEMS:  City Manager asked for the Commission's 
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approval to develop an ordinance dealing with a utility easement 

vacation at 2004 Patio Drive.  Building Inspector Kent Laas 

explained the easement which is located 34 feet in on the lot.  

This easement was for the installation of a street light.  All 

utility companies have agreed to the vacation. 

 Errol Wuertz moved, Eber Phelps seconded, that the City 

proceed to prepare an ordinance to be approved at the next 

Commission meeting for the vacation of the easement at 2004 

Patio Drive, provided the landowner pays for the preparation of 

all papers.   

  Vote: Ayes: Sharon Leikam 

    Daniel Rupp 

    Eber Phelps 

    Jayne Clarke 

    Errol Wuertz 

 City Manager Zacharias reported that Union Pacific will 

start repair work on the Elm Street crossing on Monday, October 

2nd.  Elm Street will be closed for at least four days.  Work on 

the Ash Street crossing should follow in the near future.   

 Commissioner Wuertz questioned why the water pressure did 

not improve when the new water tower came on line several months 

ago.  City Manager Zacharias stated that water pressure did 

improve on low lying areas, however, areas that are higher did 

not see an increase in pressure.  Pressure throughout town is 

maintained at approximately 55 pounds.  Low lying areas around 

27th Street and Thunderbird Drive have about 80 pounds of 

pressure.  To increase water pressure at the vault would 

increase pressure beyond what is recommended in the low lying 

areas.  Static water pressure available for fire flows has been 

increased appreciably as a result of the project. 

 Commissioner Clarke said there has been some concern in the 

community about her abstaining from voting on several issues.  

Mrs. Clarke stated she abstains from voting on the advice of the 

City Attorney and on situations that involve her husband's 

role as a financial officer of Emprise Bank or as a member of 

Smoky Hill Country Club Board of Directors.  
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 Thereupon the Governing Body adjourned. 

 

 

                          Submitted 

by:__________________________ 

                                          Clerk of the Board 
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