City of Hays
Office of the City Manager

Memo
To:

City Commission

From:

Toby Dougherty, City Manager

Date:

7-12-2021

Re:

July 15, 2021 Work Session

Please find the attached agenda and supporting documentation for the July 15, 2021 Work
Session.
Item 2 (Vehicle Abatement at 607 Elm Street) and Item 3 (Nuisance Abatement at 3312 Lincoln
Drive)
Items 2 and 3 are both nuisance abatements. Please refer to the attached memorandums from
Curtis Deines, Planning, Inspection, and Enforcement Superintendent. There is a possibility that
these items will be addressed prior to the work session.
Item 4 – Utility Type Vehicles
Please refer to the attached memorandum from Collin Bielser, Assistant City Manager, regarding Utility
Type Vehicles. At the direction of the City Commission, staff has prepared an ordinance allowing Utility
Type Vehicles within the city limits. Staff awaits further direction from the Commission on this matter.
Item 5 – 2022 Budget Review
Staff requests that the City Commission provide further input and ask questions on the 2022 Budget. The
Commission will also be asked for consensus on the outside agency requests for the 2022 Budget.
aw

CITY OF HAYS
CITY COMMISSION WORK SESSION
CITY HALL, 1507 MAIN STREET, HAYS, KS
THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2021 – 6:30 P.M.

AGENDA

1. July 1, 2021 Work Session Notes (PAGE 1)
Department Head Responsible: Kim Rupp, Director of Finance
2. Vehicle Abatement at 607 Elm Street (PAGE 5)
Department Head Responsible: Jesse Rohr, Director of Public Works
3. Nuisance Abatement at 3312 Lincoln Drive (PAGE 17)
Department Head Responsible: Jesse Rohr, Director of Public Works
4. Utility Type Vehicles (PAGE 27)
Person Responsible: Collin Bielser, Assistant City Manager
5. 2022 Budget Review
Person Responsible: Toby Dougherty, City Manager
6. Other Items for Discussion
7. Executive Session (if required)
8. Adjournment
ANY PERSON WITH A DISABILITY NEEDING SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS TO ATTEND THIS MEETING
SHOULD CONTACT THE CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING
TIME. EVERY ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO ACCOMMODATE ANY REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE.

City of Hays
City Commission
Work Session Notes
Thursday, July 1, 2021 – 6:30 p.m.

Present: Sandy Jacobs, Mason Ruder, Michael Berges, Ron Mellick, Shaun
Musil, Toby Dougherty, Kim Rupp, and John T. Bird
June 17, 2021 Work Session Notes
There were no corrections or additions to the minutes of the work session
held on June 17, 2021; the minutes stand approved as presented.
Lincoln Tunnel Lining – Award of Bid
John Braun, Project Manager, stated the Lincoln Tunnel conveys
stormwater through the heart of the City from 19th Street and Lincoln Drive to the
Montgomery Ditch at the Union Pacific Railroad. The tunnel winds its way under
the downtown area following the old creek bed that was filled in during the 1920’s
when the tunnel was constructed and much of the town was subsequently built
over the top of it. The Lincoln Draw Tunnel is a storm sewer pipe constructed of
glazed red clay tile mortared together into a circular tunnel approximately 72
inches in diameter and one mile in length.
Mr. Braun stated the tunnel is inspected annually by City staff, and for a
100-year-old structure, the tunnel is still in decent shape; however, due to its
location and the nature of its function, the City cannot risk allowing it to
deteriorate. The cost to remove or replace the tunnel is extreme; therefore, it
must be maintained to last as long as possible. The types of deterioration that
currently exist include; sagging of the crown resulting in a crack opening along
the top of the pipe, horizontal fractures of the pipe typically in the lower quarter
section, tiles missing their faces, and deteriorating storm sewer tap connections.
In 2009, the City spent $600,000 on repairs to the tunnel. Most visible to
the public at the time was the replacement of a section under the intersection of
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15th and Main Street, but the project also included lining approximately 1,500
linear feet of the tunnel with an epoxy solution. That epoxy lining has held up
quite well over the last 12 years; therefore, the Capital Improvement Plan within
the 2021 budget includes $750,000 to line an additional 2,000 linear feet of the
tunnel and remove two obstructions caused by City water mains that penetrate
the tunnel.
Two bids were received. The low bid from Utility Maintenance Contractors
(UMC), in the amount of $869,365, has been determined to be the valid low bid.
UMC is the same contractor that performed the tunnel lining project in 2009.
The Capital Improvement Plan within the 2021 Budget included $750,000
for the lining of Lincoln Tunnel to be funded out of Stormwater Reserve. Due to
increases in material and labor prices from COVID and other economic
conditions, the low bid of $869,365 is over the $750,000 budgeted for this
project. Since there is adequate funding in the Stormwater Reserve to fund the
$869,365 low bid, staff recommends awarding the full amount of the low bid. If
the Commission chooses to stay within the original budget, only 1,600 linear feet
could be rehabbed rather than the planned 2,000 linear feet.
Commissioner Mellick noted that this project would repair approximately
two thirds of the tunnel, which would leave 1,700 linear feet remaining. He stated
with mobilization cost, he feels they should try to get as much done as possible
while they are here.
Commissioner Berges asked why the same amount was budgeted in 2009
as was budgeted now and what the unit price was back then. Mr. Braun stated in
2009 the intersection at 15th and Main Street was dug up and a large section of
pipe had to be replaced rather than repaired, which increased the costs. He
added that he would report back what the unit price was in 2009.
At the July 8, 2021 Commission meeting, Commissioners will be asked to
authorize the City Manager to enter a contract with Utility Maintenance
Contractors in an amount not to exceed $869,365, for the lining of the Lincoln
Tunnel to be funded out of the Stormwater Reserve.
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Commission Receives 2022 Draft Budget
City Manager, Toby Dougherty, presented the 2022 Budget to the
Commission and noted the following highlights.
•

A few funds have large revenue receipts in the “Federal Aid” line item for
both 2021 projected and 2022 budgeted. These are lost revenue
reimbursements via the American Rescue Plan Act funds.

•

A significant portion of the allocation increases for 2022 is attributable to
wages and personnel.

•

Sales tax revenues are projected to be up 4% for 2021, and up 2% for
2022.

•

Total assessed valuation is up 4%.

•

The mill levy is maintained at 25.000.

•

The 2021 Budget contains a programmed step and COLA increase for all
City employees.

•

The budget is balanced.

•

Reserves are funded.
Mr. Dougherty added the biggest part of the allocation increases in the

operating budgets are to salaries; noting they are making investments in
personnel. The budget contains a 2% programmed step increase and 3% costof-living increase for all employees. The City has had 181 full time employees
since 2011 and this year it is proposed to add three employees. This would
include an IT technician, an airport maintenance worker, and a parks
maintenance worker.
Mr. Dougherty reviewed the draft budget and added that due to recent
State budget law changes, the process to adopt the budget has been somewhat
elongated. A process that normally concludes in August will now conclude in
September. This gives City staff and the Commission more time to review the
budget and make projected revenue modifications as required.
Mr. Dougherty reviewed the budget calendar and stated the Commission
will have opportunities at the July 15, 2021, August 5, 2021, and August 19, 2021
Work Sessions to review the budget, ask questions, make modifications, and
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suggest changes. At the July 15, 2021 Work Session the Commission will be
asked for a consensus on outside agency funding levels. The 2022 Budget will
be formally adopted at the City Commission meeting on September 9, 2021.
Other Items for Discussion
The Commissioners wished everyone a safe and happy 4th of July.
Commissioner Mellick encouraged everyone to attend the Wild West Fest,
ball tournaments, and other activities that are going on this weekend.
Vice-Mayor Ruder thanked City Manager, Toby Dougherty, and staff for
putting together a solid budget. Mr. Dougherty thanked Finance Director, Kim
Rupp, for doing the heavy lifting in putting the budget together.
Mayor Jacobs welcomed Mead Lumber Company who acquired Heartland
Building Center which was founded in 1892.

The work session was adjourned at 7:21 p.m.

Submitted by: ______________________________________________
Brenda Kitchen – City Clerk
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Commission Work Session Agenda
Memo
From:

Curtis Deines, PIE Superintendent

Work Session:

July 15, 2021

Subject:

Vehicle Abatement at 607 Elm Street

Person(s) Responsible: Jesse Rohr, Director of Public Works

Summary

The abandoned vehicle located in the rear yard at 607 Elm Street has no current legal tag
and is not road worthy, factors that deem the vehicle inoperable. Proper notification has
been given to the owner of the property, and to date no action has been taken. If the
vehicle is removed by the City, all costs of abatement will be charged to the owner of the
property. Staff recommends approving the resolution allowing the vehicle located at 607
Elm Street to be abated by the City.

Background

Staff sent out the first vehicle abatement notification to the property owner on February
23, 2021, instructing the owner to rectify the problem. A certified letter was sent out on
April 6th and signed by James Davis (property owner of 607 Elm) on April 9th, giving the
owner an April 19th deadline to rectify the situation. There have been no changes to the
vehicle in question and nothing has been done to correct the vehicle’s inoperable
condition since the first notice was sent out.

Discussion

The vehicle located at 607 Elm Street is in violation of City Ordinance Chapter 26,
Article II. The vehicle does not have a current legal tag and is not road worthy, factors
that deem the vehicle inoperable. Notification letters have been sent per City of Hays
Ordinance requirements, and a certified letter was signed for by the property owner on
April 9thth, 2021. No progress by the property owner has been made. Staff is now
moving forward with abatement of the vehicle since the owner of the property has not
followed through accordingly.

Legal Consideration

The City is required to follow procedures established by the ordinance cited in the
discussion. Assuming those procedures were followed, the City is allowed to remove and
dispose of the vehicle.
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Financial Consideration

Any costs associated with the City removing the vehicle will be billed to the property
owner. If not paid, an assessment will be placed on the tax rolls.

Options

The City Commission has the following options:
•
•

Approve a resolution allowing for the vehicle to be removed
Do not approve the resolution

Recommendation

Staff recommends approving a resolution allowing the vehicle located at 607 Elm Street
to be removed from the property.

Action Requested

Approve a resolution to abate the vehicle located on the property at 607 Elm Street ten
(10) days after the approval date.

Supporting Documentation

Pictures
Letters to Property Owner
Resolution
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607 Elm - 2/23/2021

607 Elm - 2/23/2021

7

607 Elm - 4/06/2021
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02/23/2021
James Davis
3312 Country Lane
HAYS, KS 67601
RE: 607 Elm Street
Dear James Davis:
It has come to our attention that a city code violation(s) exist at 607 Elm Street, Hays, Kansas. Photo(s) are
attached. The violation consists of Inoperable Vehicles on Private Property. Ellis County records indicate that
you are the owner of the property. The item(s) listed are in violation of City Ordinance, Sec. 26-40 (Inoperable
Vehicles).
We request that you please correct the problem within the next 30 days. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation.
Inspectors will revisit the site after 03/29/2021, and it is our hope that corrective action will have been taken. If not,
we will need to take further steps to resolve this issue.
If you have questions, please contact me at the Public Works Department Planning, Inspection, and Enforcement
Division at (785) 628-7310. Thanks for working with us to keep Hays a safe, attractive and wholesome place to
live.
Sincerely,

Chris Rorabaugh
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Enclosed: Pictures
Cc: File
Resident (if applicable)
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Case Number: 20210087
Date: 02/23/2021
Owner: James Davis
Violation Address: 607 Elm Street
Violation: Inoperable Vehicles on Private Property
Activity Date

Type

Description

02/23/2021

1st Notification Letter

The pictured vehicle needs to be legally tagged and
made road worthy, or it needs to be removed from this
property or placed inside an enclosed building.

1st Notification Letter

Upon receipt of this certified letter, you will have 10
days to legally tag and make road worthy the pictured
vehicle, or it needs to be removed from this property or
placed inside an enclosed bulding.

04/06/2021

04/06/2021

02/23/2021

02/23/2021
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04/06/2021
James Davis
3312 Country Lane
HAYS, KS 67601
RE: 607 Elm Street
Hays, KS 67601

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL:
Dear James Davis:
The violation located at 607 Elm Street, Hays, Kansas still exists (photos attached). We wrote a letter to you on
02/23/2021 requesting that you abate the situation.
You have ten (10) days from the date of receipt of this letter to abate the violation. Failure to abate the violation
within ten (10) days will result in the City or its authorized agent to file an abatement process for Inoperable
Vehicles on Private Property on your property. The costs will be assessed to the owner or agent in charge of the
property. Opportunity will be given to the owner to pay the assessment, and if not paid, it will be added to the
property tax as a special assessment. Please note that you have ten (10) days from the receipt of this notice to file a
written appeal, requesting a hearing before the governing body.
We ask again that you please resolve this situation immediately. If you have questions or need further explanation,
feel free to contact me at (785) 628-7310.
Sincerely,

Chris Rorabaugh
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Enclosed: Pictures
Cc: City Prosecutor
File
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Case Number: 20210087
Date: 04/06/2021
Owner: James Davis
Violation Address: 607 Elm Street
Violation: Inoperable Vehicles on Private Property
Corrective Action

The pictured vehicle needs to be legally tagged and made road
worthy, or it needs to be removed from this property or placed inside
an enclosed building.

Corrective Action

Upon receipt of this certified letter, you will have 10 days to legally
tag and make road worthy the pictured vehicle, or it needs to be
removed from this property or placed inside an enclosed bulding.

04/06/2021

02/23/2021

02/23/2021
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607 Elm - Certified Letter Delivery Confirmation
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF HAYS OR ITS
DESIGNATED AGENT TO ABATE THE INOPERABLE VEHICLE
LOCATED ON THE PROPERTY AT 607 ELM ST., HAYS, KANSAS.

WHEREAS, the City of Hays did enact Ordinance Chapter 26,
Article 2, declaring certain matters as inoperable vehicles a
violation of City Ordinance and providing for the removal or
abatement of inoperable vehicles and further providing for the
assessment of costs and penalties; and
WHEREAS,
on
February
23,
2021
and
April
6,
2021,
inspections of the property were conducted by the City of Hays,
and said inspections determined that an inoperable vehicle on
the property at 607 Elm St. was in violation of City Ordinance
Chapter 26, Article 2; and
WHEREAS, on February 23, 2021, a letter was sent to the
owner of the property at 607 Elm St., requesting that the owner
abate the nuisance by removal of the inoperable vehicle within
30 days; and
WHEREAS, on April 6, 2021, a certified letter to the owner
of the property at 607 Elm St. was prepared giving said owner
ten days, upon receipt, in which to abate the nuisance; and
WHEREAS, subsequent inspections of the property revealed
the inoperable vehicle was not abated from the property; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Hays desires
that the inoperable vehicle on the property at 607 Elm St. be
abated by the City or its authorized agent.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.
That the existence of the inoperable vehicle
located at 607 Elm St. is hereby found to be in violation of
Ordinance Chapter 26, Article 2.
Section 2.
That the owner of the property located at 607
Elm St. was given proper notice to abate the violation located
at 607 Elm St. and has failed to abate the said inoperable
vehicle.
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Section 3.
That the City of Hays or its designated agent
is hereby authorized to abate the condition causing the
violation at the end of ten days from the date of passage of
this Resolution.
Section 4.
That the cost incurred by the City shall be
charged against the lot located at 607 Elm St. as provided in
Ordinance Chapter 26, Article 2.

PASSED by the City Commission on the 22nd day of July 2021.

____________________________
Sandy Jacobs, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Brenda Kitchen, City Clerk
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Commission Work Session Agenda
Memo
From:

Curtis Deines, PIE Superintendent

Work Session:

July 15, 2021

Subject:

Nuisance Abatement at 3312 Lincoln Dr.

Person(s) Responsible: Jesse Rohr, Director of Public Works

Summary

The property owner of 3312 Lincoln Dr. has general nuisance items in violation of City
ordinance. All proper notifications have been given to the owner of the property, and to
date no action has been taken by the property owner. If all nuisance items are removed
by the City, all costs of abatement will be charged to the owner of the property. Staff
recommends approving a resolution allowing the nuisance items located at 3312 Lincoln
Dr. to be abated.

Background

Since 2012 staff has notified the owner of this property, Arden Kobler, of 10 nuisance
and/or inoperable vehicle violations at three of his properties. This is the third nuisance
case on this property in the last year. Since the certified letter was hand delivered, more
nuisance items have accumulated in the front yard at 3312 Lincoln Dr.

Discussion

Planning, Inspection, and Enforcement Division is requesting a resolution to abate the
nuisance violations, located on the property at 3312 Lincoln Dr. The property is in
violation of City Ordinance Chapter 26, Article IV. Items left on the property outside
have been deemed a nuisance.
Nuisance abatement notification letters have been sent per City of Hays Ordinance
requirements. Certified mail was sent to the owner’s last known address and was not
picked up after proper notification by the post office. The certified letter was returned to
our office as unclaimed. Code Enforcement Officers hand delivered the certified letter on
June 7, 2021. To date, no progress by the property owner has been made to remove the
nuisance items. Staff is now moving forward with abatement of the nuisance items.

Legal Consideration

The City is required to follow procedures established by the ordinance cited in the
Discussion. Assuming those procedures were followed, the City is allowed to remove
and dispose of the nuisance items.
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Financial Consideration

Any costs associated with the City removing nuisance items will be billed to the property
owner. If not paid, an assessment will be placed on the tax rolls.

Options

The City Commission has the following options:
•
•
•

Approve the resolution allowing for the nuisance items to be abated
Do not approve the resolution
Provide staff other direction

Recommendation

Staff recommends approving the resolution allowing the nuisance items located at 3312
Lincoln Dr. to be abated from the property.

Action Requested

Approve the resolution to abate the nuisance items located on the property at 3312
Lincoln Dr. ten (10) days after the approval date.

Supporting Documentation

Pictures
Letters to Property Owner
Resolution
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June 22, 2021 Pictures - More items have accumulated
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04/21/2021
Arden Kobler
PO Box 739
HAYS, KS 67601-0739
RE: 3312 Lincoln
Dear Arden Kobler:
It has come to our attention that a city code violation(s) exist at 3312 Lincoln, Hays, Kansas. Photo(s) are attached.
The violation consists of General Nuisance . Ellis County records indicate that you are the owner of the property.
The item(s) listed are in violation of City Ordinance, Sec. 26-153 (General Nuisance).
We request that you please correct the problem within the next 10 days. We sincerely appreciate your cooperation.
Inspectors will revisit the site after 05/02/2021, and it is our hope that corrective action will have been taken. If not,
we will need to take further steps to resolve this issue.
If you have questions, please contact me at the Public Works Department Planning, Inspection, and Enforcement
Division at (785) 628-7310. Thanks for working with us to keep Hays a safe, attractive and wholesome place to
live.
Sincerely,

Alex McKune
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Enclosed: Pictures
Cc: File
Resident (if applicable)
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05/06/2021
Arden Kobler
PO Box 739
HAYS, KS 67601-0739
RE: 3312 Lincoln
Hays, KS 67601

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL:
Dear Arden Kobler:
The violation located at 3312 Lincoln, Hays, Kansas still exists (photos attached). We wrote a letter to you on
04/21/2021 requesting that you abate the situation.
You have ten (10) days from the date of receipt of this letter to abate the violation. Failure to abate the violation
within ten (10) days will result in the City or its authorized agent to file an abatement process for General Nuisance
on your property. The costs will be assessed to the owner or agent in charge of the property. Opportunity will be
given to the owner to pay the assessment, and if not paid, it will be added to the property tax as a special
assessment. Please note that you have ten (10) days from the receipt of this notice to file a written appeal, requesting
a hearing before the governing body.
We ask again that you please resolve this situation immediately. If you have questions or need further explanation,
feel free to contact me at (785) 628-7310.
Sincerely,

Alex McKune
Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
Enclosed: Pictures
Cc: City Prosecutor
File
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Case Number: 20210204
Date: 05/06/2021
Owner: Arden Kobler
Violation Address: 3312 Lincoln
Violation: General Nuisance
Corrective Action

Remove and properly dispose of all trashed items and debris. Any
items that you are wanting to keep need to be stored inside an
enclosed building, or removed from the property.

Corrective Action

Upon receipt of this certified letter, you will have 10 days to remove
and properly dispose of all trashed items and debris, or moved and
stored inside an enclosed building.

05/06/2021

04/21/2021
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF HAYS
DESIGNATED AGENT TO ABATE NUISANCE LOCATED
PROPERTY AT 3312 LINCOLN DR., HAYS, KANSAS.

OR
ON

ITS
THE

WHEREAS, the City of Hays did enact Ordinance Chapter 26,
Article IV, declaring certain matters as general nuisances a
violation of City Ordinance and providing for the removal or
abatement of general nuisance items and further providing for
the assessment of costs and penalties; and
WHEREAS, on April 21, 2021, and May 6, 2021, inspections of
the property were conducted by the City of Hays, and said
inspections determined that nuisance and discarded items on the
property at 3312 Lincoln Dr. were in violation of City Ordinance
Chapter 26, Article IV; and
WHEREAS, on April 21, 2021, a letter was sent to the owner
of the property at 3312 Lincoln Dr., requesting that the owner
abate the nuisance by removal of the household furnishings and
discarded items within 10 days; and
WHEREAS, on May 6, 2021, a certified letter to the owner of
the property at 3312 Lincoln Dr. was prepared giving said owner
ten days, upon receipt, in which to abate the nuisance; and
WHEREAS, subsequent inspections of the property revealed
the nuisance violation was not abated from the property; and
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Hays desires
that the nuisance violation on the property at 3312 Lincoln Dr.
be abated by the City or its authorized agent.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE
CITY OF HAYS, KANSAS, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.
That the existence of the nuisance violation
located at 3312 Lincoln Dr. is hereby found to be in violation
of Ordinance Chapter 26, Article IV.
Section 2. That the owner of the property located at 3312
Lincoln Dr. was given proper notice to abate the violation
located at 3312 Lincoln Dr. and has failed to abate the said
nuisance violation.
Section 3.

That the City of Hays or its designated agent
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is hereby authorized to abate the condition causing the
violation at the end of ten days from the date of passage of
this Resolution.
Section 4.
That the cost incurred by the City shall be
charged against the lot located at 3312 Lincoln Dr. as provided
in Ordinance Chapter 26, Article IV.
PASSED by the City Commission on the 22nd day of July 2021.

______________________________
Sandy Jacobs, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Brenda Kitchen, City Clerk

25

26

Commission Work Session Agenda
Memo
From:

Collin Bielser, Assistant City Manager

Work Session:

July 15, 2021

Subject:

Utility Type Vehicles

Person(s) Responsible: Collin Bielser, Assistant City Manager

Summary

The Commission has discussed the possibility of allowing Utility Type Vehicles (UTVs)
on City of Hays Streets at two previous Work Sessions. From the culmination of those
discussions, Staff has prepared an Ordinance that includes information containing the
types of allowable UTVs, a fee and fine structure, as well as utilization provisions.

Background

At the April 1, 2021, Work Session, the City Commission first discussed the possibility
of allowing Utility Type Vehicles on City of Hays streets. When discussing the matter,
the Commission seemed interested in allowing only two types of vehicles: work-site
utility vehicles/utility task vehicles and micro utility trucks. The Commission favored a
registration system for these types of vehicles, and after some discussion of specific
requirements/restrictions, asked Staff to provide more information for consideration.
At the June 17, 2021, Work Session City Staff presented a draft Ordinance for
consideration. The draft Ordinance included the requested information provided by the
Commission at the April 1, 2021, Work Session, but also contained provisions where
staff sought further direction. Those areas included, fine structure for proof of insurance
violation, suggested registration fee, registration and license violation structure, location
restriction, time restriction, and trailer towing capabilities. From that discussion,
Commissioners agreed with Staff’s proposed fine and fee structure and determined that
UTV usage would not be limited to location, time, or trailer towing restrictions.

Discussion

The attached Ordinance includes all the provisions previously discussed by the
Commission. The Ordinance would allow the side-by-side vehicles categorized as worksite utility vehicles/utility task vehicles, as well as the mini pickups categorized as micro
utility trucks. The Ordinance does not allow ATVs or golf carts. The Ordinance creates a
registration system that would be managed by the Hays Police Department. Vehicles
would need to be inspected and receive a tag that is good for one year. Registration fee is
set at $100. Violating the proof of insurance provision would result in a $300 fine plus
$100 court cost, a three-tiered registration and license violation structure is also included
in the Ordinance establishing fines at $150, $300, and $500. Lastly, UTV usage would
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not be limited to location, other than areas provided in State Statute, time, or trailer
towing capability.

Legal Consideration

There are no known legal obstacles to proceeding as recommended by City Staff.

Financial Consideration

There is no financial consideration.

Options

The City Commission has the following options:
•
•
•

Approve Ordinance.
Approve a modified Ordinance.
Provide other direction to City staff.

Recommendation

City Staff recommends approving the Ordinance as presented.

Action Requested

City Staff recommends approving the Ordinance as presented.

Supporting Documentation

4-28-2021 Memo from City Manager
6-17-2021 Memo from City Manager
Ordinance
Registration Form
Vehicles on City Street Comparison
Visuals/Information on the Types of Vehicles Covered under the Ordinance
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Vehicles on City Streets
Width:

Length:

Weight:

# of Tires

State
Registration
Required:

Bicycles

-

-

-

2

Exempt

No

Lights & Reflector

Allowed

NA

No

Electric Assisted Scooters

-

-

-

2

Exempt

No

No

Allowed

NA

No

Cannot be operated on Federal or State
Highway (Vine Street)

Electric Assisted Bicycles

-

-

-

2 or 3

Exempt

No

Yes

Allowed

NA

No

Top speed < 21 mph. Required Headlight and
rear red reflector.

Type of Vehicle:

Insurance
Required:

Safety Equipment
Required:

State Law-Prohibited or If State Prohibited,
Allowed on Streets:
Can City Allow:

Driver's
License
Required:

Noteworthy Allowances/Restrictions:

Motorized Bicycles

-

-

-

2 or 3

Required

No

Same as Motorcycle

Allowed

NA

Yes

Must have a Class M or DL for motorized
bicycle

Motor Driven Cycles (Moped)

-

-

-

2

Required

Yes

Yes

Allowed

NA

Yes

Class M Required

Lights Required
after Dark

Prohibited (except on
Vine Street for
agricultural purposes)

Yes

Must have 3 or more non-highway tires & can
be driven on Federal or State highway for
agricultural purposes.

Yes

Yes

Must have safety equipment to operate on
City Street & can be driven on Federal or State
highway for agricultural purposes.

All-Terrain Vehicles (ATV)

50" or
less

Work-Site Utility Vehicles (WSUV)
(Also known as Utility Task
Vehicles or UTV)

48" or
more

Micro-Utility Vehicles (MUT)
Low Speed Vehicles / Modified
Golf Carts.

Golf Carts
Mini-Motorcycles/MiniChoppers/Pocket Bikes/MiniScooters

NA

1500 lbs.
or less*

NA

800 lbs. or
more

3+

4+

Exempt

No

Yes

Exempt

No - City
may
require it

Yes

Prohibited (except on
Vine Street for
agricultural purposes)

Yes

Prohibited

Yes

Yes

Allowed with
Restrictions*

NA

Yes

Must be able to travel at over 40mph and
have metal cab.
Electric vehicles only - May only operate on
streets posted < 41 mph*. Top speed is > 20 &
< 25.

48" or
more

160" or
less

1,500 lbs.
or more

4

Exempt

No - City
may
require it

-

-

1,800 lbs.
or less

4

Required

Yes

Yes

-

-

1,800 lbs
or less

3+

Exempt

No - City
may
require it

Lights & slow
moving emblem
after dark

Prohibited

Yes

Yes

May only operate on streets posted < 31
mph*. Top speed is 25. Can carry up to 4
occupants.

NA

NA

NA

2

NA

NA

NA

Prohibited

No

No

Not Street Legal / Private Property Only
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